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FROM THE EDITOR
Editors don’t normally make the front cover but may I say I felt highly honoured
to accept the award of VCAUSA Life Membership from our President, during the
2017 Annual General Meeting held at Cricket Victoria in Jolimont. With the
developments at St Kilda junction nearing completion, as I observed for myself
on the opening day of the season, this may well be the last VCAUSA function to
be held in the Jolimont Headquarters which, according to what one hears, will be
taken over by Cricket Australia.
I am pleased to bring you the “Bio” of the last of our five new Panel Members for
this season, Sarah Fishley. Also, it seemed appropriate, as we did a couple of years ago, to
introduce readers to the Committee of Management for this season, with a short “Bio” for each
member. As you can see from the VCAUSA Calendar on the back page, the CoM meets regularly
throughout the season, so please feel free to raise any matters of interest to you with a Committee
member who would then have it discussed at the subsequent meeting.
In this issue it is the turn of our new Vice-President, Tony Ventura, to present “The Presidential
Musings”, or, as he prefers to call this column, “Dad’s Paper” which I trust you find of interest.
Members who still aspire to play our great game should take particular note of forthcoming matches,
the first one for this season being against the Australian Cricket Society on Sunday, 3rd December.
(Please see the back-page calendar for details and contact Tony if you are interested in playing.)
Unfortunately, in this issue we read the “Farewell Message” in the regular column, “From the Desk
of the Umpiring Manager.” As Editor, I’d like to record how pleasant it has been to work with Richard
throughout his time as our Umpiring Manager. I can only hope that his successor will aspire to match
his “literary output” for ongoing issues of our Association newsletter which I know is highly sought
after by its readership on each month of the season.
While the September issue was devoted to tales of recent holidays by some members, one most
interesting holiday tale, from Andrew Hind, did not quite make the copy deadline for that issue so I
am pleased to bring it to you here and I thank Andrew for sharing his travel experiences in America,
Greece and Lord’s with our readers. Also, as some of you would know, Suzanne and John Collins
recently spent some time in “their second home” (Singapore) where John spotted an interesting
article in The Straits Times, which he thought you might find of interest.
Under “Macca’s Book Review” this month you are invited to read Alan McCarthy’s thoughts on a
book he has read recently, “The Crossroads” by Mark Donaldson, V.C., clearly a most interesting
read.
Trevor Finlayson
--------------------------------------------------------

RECENT SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES
Paul Baleisa

300 games

Mark Hanton

300 games

Alan McCarthy

150 games

Shawn Craig

100 games
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… AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT – “DAD’S PAPER”
To continue with what has now become tradition, the monthly President’s column
will again be shared between your new Vice-President and VCAUSA President,
Alan McCarthy.
As I put pen to paper, I’m not sure if the weather has been kind to us and we
have actually had a start to the season ahead. Yet while we read this we will
know. Here’s hoping!
After returning from our winter hibernation, where most of us sit back and watch
the AFL, or should I say the ABL (Australian Basketball League), as the games
served up this year look more and more like basketball and not football, that’s a problem for the AFL
to deal with.
Being bored with AFL, we would have turned on the Test cricket from the sub-continent. We have
the series in India, now do we call this cricket? With the pitches served up, which allows for the
batters to poke, scratch, prod, kick, etc., etc., then the bowlers hope for the ball to hit a crack and
watch for whatever happens. All the traditional skills of the game of cricket are completely thrown
out and nowhere to be seen. Is this called cricket? Boring! No wonder nobody watches Test cricket.
Then the Australians go to Bangladesh. In monsoon season we have a pitch served up, which looks
more like a cow paddock and that turns from ball one. The curator is a magician not a curator. When
the curators and the toss of a coin decide the Test Match then there is something wrong. Now this
is a problem for the ICC to deal with.
I call on my fellow umpires, as there is a role we play here in rating the pitches and outfields. We
must ensure that we don’t allow pitches being prepared to favour one team or the other. We want a
fair contest to showcase all the traditional cricket skills. I also remind all to give the curators a fair
go and show some lenience at the start of the season and allow for the winter weather accordingly.
So let’s get excited and look forward to this upcoming bumper summer ahead. We have an Ashes
series and the Big Bash to look forward to. I’m sure it will be on pitches made for excitement.
I encourage you all to fill in your VCAUSA membership form which you would have found in your
SINS satchel and join the association. There is value for money if you turn up and join in to the
association events. So get involved! Our first social event for this season is the Melbourne Cup Day
BBQ, which will be held at Carlton Cricket Club. Partners and children are welcome and I hope to
see you all there.
The first social cricket game, for our quest to retain the Crockett Shield during Easter, 2019, will be
in November. Those who still enjoy playing, not just umpiring, here’s your chance. Make yourself
known to any committee member or myself.
Enough from me for this edition, I wish you all the best of luck for the upcoming season.
Tony Ventura
-----------------------------------------------------
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRING MANAGER
For many years we as umpire coaches have preached routines as a way of
assisting an umpire move through the cricketing day. Having a strong routine or
a regular sequence of actions helps us to concentrate more easily and fulfill our
duties as a Match Official. Routines help us to focus. Concentration also helps
us to focus. Concentration depends upon the ability to focus. Developing
concentration is not an easy task as it depends upon a number of factors
including the external environment and your own mindset. Concentration is
basically concerned with disciplining your mind to improve focus. However, your
mind will tend to resist your efforts as it loves its own freedom.
Whilst researching details for this column, I came across an article written by Remez Sasson.
Sasson is an author and founder of Success Consciousness and writes on self-improvement,
positive thinking and inner-peace. Please find below an abridged copy of the article in regards to
Concentration Exercises for Training the Mind. The full article can be found on the website
successconsciousness.com.
Concentration Exercises for Training the Mind – by Remez Sasson
The Power of Concentration - Practising Concentration Exercises
Sharpening the needle of concentration requires practice, like everything else in life. It is the same
with developing your concentration. You need training and practice. Even only ten minutes a day of
concentration exercises will do you good.
Your mind does not like discipline, and will resist your efforts to discipline it. It loves its freedom more
than anything else, and won't let you master it. It will make you forget to do the exercises, tempt you
to postpone performing them, or make you feel too lazy. It will find many tricks to occupy your
attention with something else.
The choice is yours, to be mastered by the mind and its whims, or to be its master.
Below, you will find a few simple concentration exercises. By practising mental exercises, you train
the mind and master it, and put it in its proper place, as your servant, and not as your boss and
master.
Advice for Practising the Concentration Exercises
Find a place where you can be alone and undisturbed. If you wish, you may sit crossed legged on
the floor, but most people would find it more comfortable to sit on a chair. Sit with your spine erect.
Take a few calm deep breaths and then relax your body, by directing your attention to it, and relaxing
each muscle, from head to toe. Practise each of the exercises below for about 10 minutes, and after
a few weeks of training, you may lengthen the time to 15 minutes. It is important that you start with
the first exercise, and practise only one at a time, until you are able to do it without getting distracted
or forgetting it, and without thinking about anything else. This might take days, weeks and even
more. Only proceed to the next one, after you are convinced that you have practised it correctly and
with good concentration.
Mastering the exercises successfully can take days, weeks, months and sometimes even more. Do
not attempt too much at the beginning, and don't try to perform them all at once. Go slowly, without
overdoing them or tensing your brain.
It does not matter if your concentration is weak now. It can be developed and strengthened
like any other ability, through training.

Volume 24 Number 2 2017-2018

Page 5

In time, you will find out that you can concentrate anywhere, anytime, no matter where you are. You
will be able to focus your mind, think and function under the most trying circumstances, while
remaining calm, relaxed and collected. The reward is worth the effort a thousand fold.
Concentration Exercises
Exercise 1
Take a book, any book, and count the words in any one paragraph. Then, count them again, to be
sure that you have counted them correctly. After a few times, do so with two paragraphs. When this
becomes easy, count the words of a whole page. Do the counting mentally and only with your eyes,
without pointing your finger at each word.
Exercise 2
Count backwards in your mind, from one hundred to one.
Exercise 3
Count in your mind from one hundred to one, skipping each three numbers, that is 100, 97, 94, etc.
Exercise 4
Choose an inspiring word or phrase, or just a simple sound, and repeat it silently in your mind for
five minutes. When your mind can concentrate more easily, try to reach ten minutes of uninterrupted
concentration.
Exercise 5
Take a fruit, an apple, orange, banana or any other fruit, and hold it in your hands.
Examine the fruit from all its sides, while keeping your whole attention focused on it. Do not let
yourself be carried away by irrelevant thoughts that might arise, or thoughts about the grocery where
you bought the fruit, how and where it was grown, its nutritive value, etc. Stay calm, ignoring, and
showing no interest in these thoughts. Just look at the fruit, focus your attention on it without thinking
about anything else, and examine its shape, smell, taste and the sensation it gives you when you
touch it.
Exercise 6
This is the same as Exercise 5, only that this time you visualize the fruit, instead of looking at it.
Start, by looking at the fruit and examining it for about two minutes, just as you did in Exercise 5.
Then close your eyes, and try to see, smell, taste and touch the fruit in your imagination. Try to see
a clear and well defined image. If the image becomes blurred, open your eyes, look at the fruit for a
short while, and then close your eyes and continue the exercise. You may imagine holding the fruit
in your hands, as in the previous exercise, or imagine it standing on a table.
Exercise 7
Take a small simple object such as a spoon, a fork, or a glass. Concentrate on one of these objects.
Watch the object from all sides without any verbalization, that is, with no words in your mind. Just
watch the object without thinking with words about it.
Exercise 8
After becoming proficient with the above exercises, you may try this exercise.
Draw on a piece of paper a small triangle, square or a circle, about three inches in size, and paint it
with any color you wish. Put the paper with the drawing in front of you, and concentrate your whole
attention on the shape you have drawn. For now, only the drawing exists for you, with no unrelated
thoughts or distractions. Keep your attention on the drawing, and avoid thinking about anything else.
Be careful not to strain your eyes.
Exercise 9
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Start the same as Exercise 8, but after looking at the figure for a moment, close your eyes and
visualize the figure with the eyes closed. If you forget how the figure looks like, open your eyes for
a few seconds, look at the figure, and then close your eyes and continue with the exercise.
Constant practice is the secret of success. The more time you devote to the exercises the faster you
progress, but you should do it gradually. Start with ten minutes, and as it becomes easier, and your
ability to concentrate improves, increase the time. When you start to see results, you will begin to
love the exercises. You will be able to concentrate your attention easily and effortlessly, upon
anything you want to concentrate on. After your concentration becomes stronger, your attitude and
reactions to events and people will change, and you will discover many things about the mind, how
it functions, and how to use it efficiently.
I hope this article may help in not only your concentration for Cricket but your everyday life. I suggest
you have a read of the full article and see if any of these techniques assist you.
As this is my last article for Law 43, I thought I would just summarise what my new job at Cricket
Australia entails.
The Umpire Education Manager is responsible for the development of education materials for
cricket’s match officials and for leading national umpire promotion, recruitment and retention
initiatives. I shall be working with State Associations to produce training materials and accreditation
programs which support community level umpires and scorers. I shall also oversee marketing and
engagement activities to improve the recruitment and retention efforts for new officials. This is to
ensure that cricket can continue to meet the growing needs of the game.
I leave my current position with some melancholy as I have appreciated my tenure at CV. It will be
sad to leave a workplace I have enjoyed. I will miss dealing with you, the umpires, as a group. A
group of officials who wish to succeed and do their very best whenever they walk on to the park. I
hope I have assisted most, if not all, in some way over the journey.
I came into this job with one fear and one fear only. That was, not knowing everybody’s name! With
100 umpires on the panel it was a fear. I can say I have conquered this fear.
Go well in the future and remember “Do the basics extraordinarily well”.
Richard Patterson
-------------------------------------------------------------

INTERESTING TRIVIA – MORE CRICKETERS OF DUAL TALENTS
Ted Dexter (Sussex and England) played in the England Amateur Golf Championship.
Brian Booth (New South Wales and Australia) was also a member of the Australian hockey team
that competed in the 1956 Olympic Games.
The great Charles Burgess Fry, who played twenty-six Tests for England between 1895 and 1912,
held the World long-jump record for twenty-one years. He also played football for England in1901.
Philip Horne, who played Test cricket for New Zealand (1987-90), represented his country at
badminton in the Commonwealth Games.
Better known as the hero of England’s 1966 World Cup-winning soccer team, Geoff Hurst had
previously played one first-class cricket match, for Essex against Lancashire at Liverpool in 1962.
He made 0 not out and 0, but took two catches as Essex clinched a 28-run victory.
(from No Balls and Googlies, Geoff Tibballs (Callistemon Books, Australia, 2006) p 183)
------------------------------------------------------
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MEET THE NEW PANEL MEMBERS (CONT’D)
Sarah Fishley: I have always enjoyed being involved in cricket. I have fond
memories of participating at school, and games in the backyard with the family. I
haven’t participated formally in the game, but decided to take up umpiring in the
2013-14 season with Dandenong District Cricket Umpiring Association as a way
to get more involved in the sport. My first game was a nerve-racking experience,
but after that I have always been looking to improve. With the assistance and
support of other umpires at DDCUA, I was able to improve and with their
encouragement, applied to the CV panel.
I am also studying Exercise Science and Public Health at university and spend
the winter weekends umpiring football.
I look forward to the being a part of the CV panel, and making the most of this opportunity provided
to me.
-------------------------------------------------------

AND MEET YOUR COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT FOR SEASON 2017-18
President: Alan McCarthy Alan joined the panel in 2008 and the committee in
2013. He has just embarked on his third year as President. He has umpired 148
Premier matches, starting in the Fourths and now in the Seconds. Alan played
sub-district cricket with Frankston and Ormond and has coached at junior and
senior levels. Alan also played in the Melbourne mid-week competition for Victoria
Police. He retired as a Senior Sergeant and is now the Community Engagement
Coordinator at Doveton College. He coaches school students in a variety of
sports, including cricket, for the Australian Sports Commission’s Sporting Schools
Program. Alan is also President of the Board of the Casey Cardinia Community
Legal Service. Alan is married to Sue and has three boys.
Vice-President: Tony Ventura Tony joined the CV panel 1999-00 and has
umpired 315 Premier matches over all grades. Tony also umpired in the SubDistrict Association for one season before joining the CV panel. He also played
for 16 years in the Jika Cricket Association (now Northern Metropolitan Cricket
Association) for Preston Druids CC. Tony has been an Association committee
member for several years in the roles of Vice-President and Committee Member.
His major role on the committee has been the organisation of our social cricket
matches. All members who still have their “competitive juices” flowing can still get
involved. All you need to do is make it known and make yourself available. Tony is married (to
Teresa) and has two children, one of each.
Secretary: Gerry Schembri Gerry joined the CV umpires’ panel in season 200607 and has umpired a total of 192 Premier and VWCA matches. Prior to joining
the CV Panel, Gerry spent one season umpiring in the Victorian Sub-District
Cricket Association after a twenty year absence from the game due to family and
business commitments. Gerry has served on the VCAUSA committee of
management in a variety of roles since 2009 and last year received the Robin
Bailhache commitment award for meritorious service to the Association. In
addition to his various office bearer roles, Gerry has also played an important role
in the organisation of the biennial Easter exchange event with SACUSA. Outside of cricket, Gerry
works as a consultant public practice accountant, is married to Sylvie and has two children.
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Treasurer & Law 43 Editor: Trevor Finlayson Trevor has been on the panel since
2003. He has umpired 209 Premier matches, mostly in the Thirds and Fourths, with
a few in the VWCA. Following three years as Social Organiser for the Association,
he was President from 2008-2013 and then Treasurer from season 2013-14 to the
present. Trevor’s playing career was in Central Queensland, Brisbane, England and
Melbourne where he played over 300 games for the former Monash University
Cricket Club of which he was elected to Life Memberhip in 1987. Upon retirement
from playing he undertook one season of umpiring in the Sub-District Cricket Association prior to
joining the Premier panel. He was awarded Life Membership of the Association in 2017. He is
married (to Jill), has three children and six grandchildren.
Committee Member: Dan Bomford Dan is one of the four Victorian Premier umpires
who have umpired in excess of 500 Premier (or higher level) games (583 by the end
of season 2016-17) although in Dan’s case these have all been Premier games, the
majority of which have been in First Grade. Dan commenced with the VCA in 1979
and has served the Association in the roles of Secretary (ten seasons, 1985-6 to 19878 and 2010-11 to 2016-17), Treasurer (12 seasons, 1983-84, 1984-85 and 1993-94 to
2002-03) and Vice-President (five seasons, 2005-06 to 2009-10). He was awarded
Life Membership of the Association in 1989. Dan and wife Bernadette enjoy their family
life with three children and four grandchildren and somehow Dan still finds the time for his “other
loves,” running half marathons and goal umpiring during the “off-season.”
Committee Member: John Collins John commenced as an Umpire with the then
VCA during the 1990-91 season and has umpired 422 Premier matches across all
grades but with a majority in the Seconds. For the past eight years, he has been in
a position of mentoring new umpires for Cricket Victoria. John was President of the
Association from 2005-6 to 2007-8 and served as Social Organiser for seven
seasons, only to take on this role again for the coming season. In this task he has
been most efficiently supported by his wife, Suzanne. He was awarded Life
Membership of the VCAUSA in 2010. In cricket outside of CV, John is involved with
The Crusaders, having toured and umpired in the UK, Europe and Asia – experiences he well
remembers. Having retired from full-time employment at Xavier College in August, 2013, John
would like to recommend retirement to all those thinking about it!
Committee Member: Luke Edwards Luke has been a member of the Premier
Umpiring Panel since the 2009-10 season. He has umpired 141 Premier matches
with the majority of those games being in the Third XI. Last year Luke was selected
to umpire at the under-15 National Championships which were held in Brisbane.
Luke has been a Committee Member of the association for the past six years and is
responsible for looking after both the VCAUSA Website and Facebook Page.
Committee Member: Damian Herft Damian joined the CV Umpiring Panel in
1999 and joins the VCAUSA Committee as a new member this season. He umpired
a total of 295 games; 234 of them in 1st Grade and prior to joining the CV Umpiring
Panel, Damian umpired one season in Sub-District Cricket and one in Dandenong
District Cricket Assoc. Before taking on umpiring, Damian also played local cricket
for 20 seasons, primarily with Moonee Ponds Cricket Club. Damian retired from
on-field umpiring at the end of last season and is now a Match Referee with Cricket
Australia but when not performing the Match Referee role, you’ll see Damian around our grounds
this season performing the role of Umpire Assessor for CV. Outside cricket, Damian has worked for
Telstra for 37 years, he enjoys photography and videography and he’s married to Caroline with one
son.
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Committee Member: Andrew Hind Andrew joined the panel last year and came
on to the committee this year. Andrew is still active in cricket at a club level, as a
player and Treasurer for East Malvern Tooronga Cricket Club which plays in the
Eastern and Mercantile Cricket Associations. Andrew works in finance and strategy,
currently working for Zinfra and previously with Qantas and Jetstar. Within this
year’s Committee, Andrew will take on the roles of assisting the Treasurer and also
managing the Association’s Twitter account so for those “trwitter enthused
members”, please keep up to date with Association activities via this medium.
Outside of cricket, he has a passion for travel, as indicated by his recent holiday report on page 11
of this issue.
Committee Member: Rod McKinnon Rod joined the panel in 1994 and the
Committee of Management in around 2000, organising the Annual Dinner for a
number of years, and again in 2017. Awarded The Robin Bailhache Commitment
Award in 2002-3, New Zealand Exchange (Christchurch) in 2004, Grand Finals
in 2006-7(2nds, 2 day), 2016-7(2nds, 2 day), 2015-6 and 2016-7 (2nds, 1 day).
He has umpired 367 Premier matches, including 116 1st XI. Involved in Easter
cricket match, playing in nine matches including taking 3/11 in 2003. Rod is
married to Jackie and has two daughters.
Committee Member: John Richards John joined the Panel in the 2008-09
season and has officiated in 117 Premier matches in 3rds, 4ths and VWCA. John’s
playing career has been undistinguished, most recently as captain of the ToorakPrahran lowest possible grade XI, then at East Malvern Tooronga slightly lower
grade XI (highlights - Graham Slater giving him an LBW, and the “obstructing the
field” tied game played with Luke Edwards.). More recently, he has joined umpiring
colleague, Rob Sturgeon at Mount Waverley CC Veterans, in search of an even
lower standard.

…. AND OTHER OFFICE HOLDERS FOR THE ASSOCIATION
Miscellaneous Appointments Officer: Darrell Holt Darrell joined CV panel in
1980. Including First-Class appointments, he has umpired 580 CV matches. Has
umpired cricket matches in 24 countries. Darrell’s playing career extended
across Garfield, Northcote & Preston and Heidelberg District (all now defunct).
Currently he is the Umpiring Director for North-West Metropolitan CA, following
16 years as Director for Heidelberg District CA. Awarded Life Membership of the
VCAUSA, NWMCA, Heidelberg District CA and Diamond Valley/Northern
Football Leagues. In 1999 Darrell was awarded a Churchill Fellowship to study cricket umpiring
and scoring in the UK. He confesses to being married to a “long-suffering, cricket widow”, Heather,
with one grown-up daughter. As the Association’s Miscellaneous Appointments Officer, Darrell has
a large number of organisations regularly seeking umpires for a broad range of mid-week matches.
Badges and Accessories: Glenn Cumming Glenn first joined the panel in
1990-91 and has umpired 322 matches across all grades. In recent seasons he
has also served as a Mentor in Third Grade. He has also umpired two Crockett
Shield Matches, 2007 (at Cricket Willow, Daylesford) and 2009 (at Scotch
College, Adelaide). He has had the task of Badges and Accessories Officer for
the last five seasons and would be delighted to dispose of stock items from his
home, for an acceptable price.
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ANOTHER HOLIDAY TALE – AMERICA, GREECE AND LORD’S
Upon joining the CV panel last year, the first thing I had to do was to tell Richard I’d be unavailable
for the first four weeks of the season, as I had booked an overseas holiday! After getting away with
it once, this year I changed my annual trip back to June/July, which is my preferred time for a break
because of the obvious appeal to leave a Melbourne winter behind.
For a three-week trip my itinerary was quite condensed. First stop was Detroit and Ann Arbor in
Michigan, then Chicago, Toronto and South Carolina before ending my trip in Europe with a week
in the Greek Islands and a day at the Lord’s Test, before flying home.
Detroit & Ann Arbor
Some good friends of mine now live in Ann Arbor, Michigan, which is home to Michigan State
University; one of the biggest universities in America, and is no more than 50km from Detroit. It is
just like any American university town – relatively small, well kept, somewhat elegant, pleasant and
lined with beautiful old buildings. There are 50 or so of these university towns dotted all over
America. My personal favourites are Athens in Georgia and Columbia in South Carolina; the latter
of which I visited on this trip. These towns are nice to drive though and have lunch in, and in the
case of having friends who live there, stay for a while.
Detroit is a fascinating city. Its reputation as an industrial
wasteland with hollowed out inner suburbs, is certainly well
founded. Never before have I encountered such physical
and social urban decay, and a drive around these most
affected areas certainly leaves you in a reflective mood.
The architecture of the city is what tells its story. The
abundance of late 19th/early 20th century skyscrapers,
many of which are now boarded up and unoccupied, tell a
story of a city’s once golden age and subsequent decline.
However, a comeback is now on the way. Businesses are
investing and the buildings are being restored.
Highlights:
 Architecture tours are taken by locals and are free,
Book Tower, Detroit. One of the many
though a modest tip is custom. These run for an hour or
buildings under restoration.
so and give a great insight into the city’s history through
its architecture.
 Eastern
Famers
Market – must visit
for foodies
 Henry
Ford
Museum
–
a
fantastic exhibition
of
American
innovation and post
war Americana
Chicago
Having been to the
States several times
Henry Ford Museum
Eastern Farmers’ Market
before, Chicago had
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also been a significant omission. Within close proximity to Michigan, I was determined not to miss it
this time. Most people travelling domestically in America would fly or drive to just about anywhere.
However, on certain routes the train is just as convenient and I took the opportunity to take one of
Amtrak’s four daily services between Detroit and Chicago for the approximate four-hour journey.
Train travel is a great way to take in every-day culture as every-day people go about their every-day
lives, and this was more than enough entertainment to sustain the journey.
Chicago is undisputedly the architecture capital of America, dominated by distinct late 19th/early 20th
century First Modern (Chicago School) and later 20th century Modern and Postmodern skyscrapers.
The architecture boom was forced on the city after the great fire of 1871 flattened just about every
building in the downtown area. The city was rebuilt with modern structures with materials that would
have withstood this devastation – steel. This architecture
style, known as Chicago Style, is distinctive across America.
The modern era of architecture known as Modern and later
Post-modern, also draws its origins from Chicago in the early
1960s. Every skyscraper design since was either designed
by a Chicago architect or structural engineer or took its
inspiration from their
revolutionary
style.
We take tall glassrendered skyscrapers
for granted, but they
can all be traced back
to Fazlur Khan and
his two masterpieces,
Hancock Tower (left) and Sears Tower
both in Chicago – The
(right). Dateless classic modern steel and
Hancock
Tower
glass.
(1968) and Sears
Tower (1974). These buildings are so impressive because,
unlike other architecture from that era, they have not dated.
They indeed have kept inspiring newer buildings being built
today. They are so beautiful in their minimalist simplicity. All
Chicago skyscrapers in the late afternoon
of the architectural history of Chicago and more can be taken
sun, from Michigan Avenue
in from an architectural river cruise.
Highlights:
 Architecture River History Tour - taken from Michigan Ave
Bridge
 Michigan Avenue – for walking, shopping and eating
 Millennium Park and Grant Park
Toronto
In close proximity to anywhere in the mid-west of America,
Toronto is a great city in which to spend a couple of days,
especially if you want to take in some cricket! Unfortunately
due to time constraints and being in a larger group, I wasn’t
able to get to the Toronto Cricket, Skating and Curling Club,
but it’s now on the list for the next visit. If you are a Melbourne
Cricket Club member, you can apply with the MCC in advance
of your overseas trip, for a letter of introduction which will give
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you full reciprocal rights to experience the club’s facilities which are impressive. Competitive cricket
is played on Saturdays in the summer months. The club is also an ICC-sanctioned ground for ODIs.
The best way to
arrive into Toronto by
far is into the smaller
Toronto Island airport
(YTZ)
which
is
different to the main
international airport
used for nearly all
flights (YYZ). The
views on approach
are incredible and it’s
Toronto from the Toronto City Airport
such a unique arrival
experience, as one can walk from the airport to downtown via
a pedestrian tunnel.
CN Tower in evening sun from one of
Highlights:
Toronto’s many outdoor bars and
 Kensington Market – another must for foodies
restaurants
 Steamwhistle Brewing – an old rail house now home to a
bar and brewery
 Casa Loma – early 20th century “castle” with views back to
downtown Toronto
 Westin Harbour Castle – get a lake view room
South Carolina and Asheville, North Carolina
America is a fantastic place to arrive at any airport, hire a car
and get on the road. There is no better place to do this than
down south. I flew into Greenville, South Carolina and hired
a car to take me down to Columbia which is the State Capital
but primarily a student town, as it is home to the University of
South Carolina. Like Ann Arbor at the start of my trip,
although different in nature, being a southern town, it shared
the main characteristics of a typical student town – elegant,
Casa Loma, Toronto
clean and relatively affluent.
The south of USA has a fascinating history which has been well documented recently in relation to
its confederate roots from the Civil War. What’s left of that era are in the impressive and grand
buildings and usually the well-kept public gardens and buildings
around them. After my visit to Columbia I then drove up to Asheville
in North Carolina. This is a spectacular drive that takes you through
beautiful scenery of rolling green hills and pristine white houses,
along with cultural landmarks and quaint little towns along the way.
Highlights:
 Sheraton Columbia rooftop bar
 Pearlz Oyster Bar, Columbia
 Greenville to Asheville drive – (see roadtrippers.com website for
route info)
 13 Stripes Brewery – Start your drive to Asheville here at the old
Happy hour at Pearlz Oyster Bar
Taylor’s Mill

Volume 24 Number 2 2017-2018

Page 13

 Old Esso Gas Station,
Landrum, South Carolina
 Campbell’s Covered Bridge,
Landrum, South Carolina
 Pack’s Tavern, Asheville,
North Carolina
Greek Islands – Meganisi and
Rhodes
I ended my American leg of the
trip in Asheville and drove to
Atlanta to fly out to Greece. I
met up with a mate from the UK
Campbell’s covered bridge
Old Gas Station, Landrum, South
who was joining me for the
Carolina
week and we then met up with some friends from Australia who
have a house on the small island of Meganisi.
I had been to Athens before so we spent just the one night there before driving to Meganisi. This
was still enough to immerse myself in what I love about Athens – its vibrancy with a bit of grunge on
top of its obvious historical significance. To get the best experience of Athens it’s mandatory to get
a hotel with rooftop view of the acropolis. The Novotel has this with an added luxury of a pool and a
bar. There is nothing quite like watching the sun set on the acropolis with a cold Mythos.
I’d been to the Greek Islands before and had already come to the conclusion that if you can’t relax
there you can’t relax anywhere. This expectation was confirmed
again. Meganisi is a tiny island on the Adriatic side of Greece in
the Ionian Sea, accessible by road from Athens (roughly 4 hour
drive) and then a ferry from Lefkada. An idyllic town, it has all you
want in a holiday to unwind and no more. The highlight was
definitely when we took a small six-person boat for a cruise
around the island and dropped into a beach for a picnic lunch and
a couple of Mythos.
Rhodes was the 2nd island of the trip and not one in close
proximity to Meganisi, which meant we drove back to Athens
airport to get a 45 minute flight. In complete contrast to Meganisi,
Rhodes is a big island with ample resort style accommodation.
Its history is too long to describe here, but it is fascinating in how
Boat cruise around Meganisi island
much it has changed hands
over the centuries. It was once
conquered by the Knights of
Saint John before they too
were thrown out.
Highlights:
 Novotel Athens rooftop
 Vathi, Meganisi
 Ronda Restaurant and Bar,
Rhodes town
 Palace of the Grand,
A nice spot for lunch on Meganisi
Rhodes sunset
Rhodes town
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Lord’s Test
To end the trip I
spent a couple of
nights in London to
coincide with the
Lord’s Test. I have
done the Lord’s
Test a couple of
times before and it
has become one of
my
favourite
sporting
MCC Pavilion from the Grandstand
Lunch in the Nursery
experiences, not
least because it’s a great event at which to catch up with friends. My mate with whom I went this
time, also did this Test in 2015 and I was in the Members’ Pavilion the day Aussies went through
England for 103 in the 2nd innings to notch up a 405 runs victory. Unfortunately, that was as good
as it got for the Aussies that tour!
Those who have had the pleasure of experiencing a Lord’s Test would agree that it is a unique
cricket experience, unlike anything in Australia, and the whole event is met with such anticipation
and excitement from locals as they start walking to the ground from all parts of London. To those
who haven’t been, I would strongly recommend you put it on the list.
We couldn’t have been more lucky with the weather as the 28 degrees sun belted down on us for
the first two sessions. We were well equipped with our BYO picnic hamper as well as the ample
options at the ground. Most people try to eat their picnic on the beautiful greens at the nursery end
behind the media box and as the afternoon rolls on well into the middle session, the chatter and
laughter gets louder and louder as people get more refreshed.
The cricket was good and was keenly observed but the most enjoyable aspect this day is about
everything else, which in the last session included swapping stories with our new-found friends at
our seats. At the end of play we made our way to my favourite watering hole, The Duke of York, to
reflect on the day’s proceedings. Like every English pub, people spill out on to the street and this
seems to add even
more lubrication to
the socialising that
goes on. Two years
prior during The
Ashes, I attracted
the
particular
attention of locals
wearing
my
unmistakable
Aussie shirt and I’m
looking forward to
doing the same
At the Duke of York, 2015, celebrating a
Post day’s play at the Duke of York
again in two year’s
great day for Australia
time.
Andrew Hind
------------------------------------------------------

Volume 24 Number 2 2017-2018

Page 15

STAR INDIA OUTBIDS FACEBOOK, SONY TO WIN £1.97B IPL
DEAL
Cricketers are set to rival footballers as the super-rich of the
sporting world after the Indian Premier League (IPL) secured
a staggering £1.97 billion (A$3.34 billion) media deal that
would lead to players earning close to £10 million for a sixweek stint in the competition.
The five-year deal won by Star India is a 400 per cent
increase on the previous deal with Sony and propels the
world’s richest Twenty20 competition to a new financial level,
with each match commanding nearly the same media value
as a football match in England’s Premier League.
England’s Ben Stokes (photo: Reuters)
Ben Stokes, the all-rounder, became the highest-paid English cricketer of all time this year when he
won a £1.7 million deal to play for Rising Pune Supergiant. His deal was the second-biggest auction
sale after the £1.9 million paid for India’s Yuvraj Singh two years ago. Yet even that sum is set to be
dwarfed at the next IPL auction which usually takes place each February, with the teams’ income
expected to rise five-fold.
Star India saw off rival bids by Sony and Facebook to win the rights, a fivefold increase on the
previous 10-year deal held by Sony, that was worth £77 million a year. Star India is a subsidiary of
21st Century Fox and for the first time a single IPL fixture will be worth more than the rights to an
India home international.
The deal puts the IPL on a similar level as football’s English Premier League – its global rights were
s9old for £8.5 billion ever three years for 1,140 games, working out at £7.45 million per match. The
IPL’s deal covers 60 matches per season for five years, 300 in total, so the media rights deal values
a single game at £6.57 million. The Star India contract also illustrates the increasing value of digital
rights – Sony had actually offered more for the TV rights alone, £1.33 billion, but did not bid for any
digital rights. Star India managed to secure the entire package of rights with a combined bid that
also enabled it to see off competition from Facebook and Bein Sports.
“We believe the IPL is very powerful property, and we believe there is lots more value than can be
created for fans of cricket on digital and TV,” Uday Shankar, Star India’s chief executive, said. “India,
cricket and the IPL have changed dramatically since 2008, and this bid is a reflection of that.”
The deal; also reflects the obsession in India, the world’s second most populous nation of about 1.3
billion, with cricket, especially the 20-over format, despite a spot-fixing scandal in 2013 that led to
the banning of several players and two-year suspensions of two IPL teams.
(from “The Straits Times”, 6 Sept., 2017 (courtesy of another Collins holiday))
------------------------------------------------------
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW
The Crossroads – Mark Donaldson, V.C., (Pan McMillan, Sydney, 2013) ISBN 978174262287
Mark Donaldson’s family had soldiers in it, but they weren’t a “military family” and didn’t attend
ANZAC Day marches. His father had served in Vietnam but never talked about it. Mark grew up in
rural New South Wales and always felt a need to prove himself. He enjoyed fishing, swimming and
water skiing. His love of the water led him to choose the “water troop” as a method of insertion in
the Special Air Service – air, land or water as a specialty. Mark was rebellious and aged 12 started
getting into serious trouble – breaking into a railway shed and stealing explosives. His parents
grounded him for six months and he started practising the art of concealment to get away with
misdemeanours.
His father had just started to connect with other Vietnam Veterans and RSL members when he died
of a heart attack. Donaldson realised later that most SAS soldiers had suffered some form of major
trauma in their lives before joining. He left school and planted trees and laid cables. While studying
graphic design in Sydney, he was told that his mother had gone missing and blood had been found
at her house. Her body was never found but the main suspect in her disappearance killed himself
a short time afterwards.
After travelling overseas and making a mess of life, Donaldson met someone who had been in the
Special Boat Service of the Royal Navy. He watched on TV as terrorists attacked the Twin Towers
in New York City in September, 2001. He had a burning desire to fight and protect at the same time,
which had a lot to do with his mother’s disappearance and a realisation that he needed to do
something constructive with his life. He started training and working with a view to joining the army
as an infantryman. In Recruit Training at Kapooka he enjoyed the sense of camaraderie and
belonging. Infantry Training at Singleton taught Donaldson to use his knack for rebellion to dig in
and get through “…by sheer bloody minded defiance”. As a member of 1 Royal Australia Regiment
he “turned every setback into fuel” for his ultimate goal – to join the SAS.
After only two years in the army he did the SAS selection course and passed. In September, 2008
at a crossroads in a valley in Eastern Afghanistan, his patrol was under heavy fire and taking
casualties. An explosion saw their Afghan interpreter thrown into the air with major wounds.
Thinking it was only a short distance away, Donaldson took off to rescue him. He ran 80 metres
and brought him back under intense fire. He thought later that it was a stupid thing to do – an
unnecessary risk, but he “…felt it was the right thing to do.” He was about to become the first
Australian soldier since 1969 to be awarded the Victoria Cross. Feeling unworthy, he visited the
Australian War Memorial and talked with other VC’s. He recognised that they had all only done
what needed to be done at the time – mostly on instinct.
Alan McCarthy
------------------------------------------------------
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AUSTRALIAN CRICKET SOCIETY SOUTH AFRICAN TOUR
The Australian Cricket Society (ACS) with whom our Association has an extremely good relationship
as the result of many social cricket matches in recent years, will host a cricket tour to South Africa
in early 2018. An invitation to any of our Association members to be part of this tour has been
offered to us by the ACS. Details of the tour are as follows:
Tour Leaders: Ken & Susan Piesse
Tour Dates: Tuesday, 20 March – Tuesday, 10 April, 2018
Tour includes the 3rd Test Match in Cape Town, Stellenbosch, Franschhoeck, Johannesburg and
the 4th Test Match, Kruger Safari and Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe.
Tour Pricing:
Main Tour (just to 4th Test in Johannesburg):
$6,998 (Twin or double share per person)
$8,698 (Single occupancy in double room)
Kruger Park & Victoria Falls Extension:
$3,498 (Twin or double share per person)
$4,797 (Single occupancy in double room)
Bookings:
Events Worldwide Travel: email: res@events.com.au
Call: 03 5989 7666 Interstate: 1300 788 666
Reference: ACS Cricket Tour 2018 South Africa
-------------------------------------------------------------

VCAUSA OFF-FIELD JACKETS
VCAUSA Jackets as shown in the picture, were introduced last year for the first
time. They proved to be quite popular so that a further order has been placed
with the manufacturer for a number of the jackets in a range of appropriate
sizes. It has been possible to maintain the 2016 price of $55.00. If you are
interested in purchasing a jacket, please contact Glenn Cumming.
(glenn.cumming@gmail.com.)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
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VCAUSA CALENDAR
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2017-18, as far as is known at this stage is as follows:
Date
Wednesday, 18 October,
2017
Tuesday, 7 November,
2017
Sunday, 3 December, 2017

Notes
Grand Uniting CC, Stamford St.,
Sunshine
CUP Day BBQ, 12:00 noon Carlton Cricket Club, Royal
– “stumps”
Parade, Carlton (See p19.)
Social Cricket Match vs Elsternwick Park No. 2 Oval,
ACS
10:30 am for 11:00 am start.
December, CoM Meeting, 7:30 pm

Tuesday, 5
2017
Tuesday, 9 January, 2018
Tuesday, 13 February,
2018
Tuesday, 6 March, 2018
Saturday, 31 March, 2018
Sunday, 10 June, 2018

Activity
CV T&D, 7:00 pm

CoM Meeting, 7:30 pm
CoM Meeting, 7:30 pm
CoM Meeting, 7:30 pm
Grand Final Tent, Junction
Oval
VCAUSA/SACUSA Joint
Planning Meeting

11:00 am – 4:00 pm
Penola, S.A. Planning for
Crockett Shield, Easter, 2019

An Ideal Gift for You or Your Friends
The VCAUSA has a stock of embroidered, new style, polo shirts.
Made from 100% lightweight polyester, they are now available for
purchase in sizes S, M, L, XL and XXL. The member cost is only $35.
Anyone
interested
should
contact
Glenn
Cumming
(glenn.cumming@gmail.com) while stocks are still available.

Glenn also has stocks of the following VCAUSA memorabilia items:
Association Ties:
Association Caps
VCAUSA Socks

$25
$15
$1.00 per pair

(Black cotton socks with the VCAUSA logo embroidered in white on each sock).

Cream Jumpers

$1.00 each

(100% wool with the VCAUA/VCAUSA logo embroidered on the left breast)

Chambray Shirts

$1.00 each

(100% cotton casual chambray shirts, long sleeved with the VCAUSA logo embroidered on pocket)

“Well Aged” Vintage Port

$5/bottle
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