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FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the 2017-18 Premier Cricket Season and to Vol 24 of our Association
Newsletter. Also welcome to five new CV Panel Members. We hope to bring you
brief “Bios” for all five in the first couple of issues and in this issue you will be
interested to read about Swapnil Awekar, Carey Glerum, David Hill and Calvin
Francis.
As in recent volumes, our President and Vice-President plan to alternate on the
“Presidential Musings” column and to “start the ball rolling”, our President for the
coming year, Alan McCarthy has his usual “words of wisdom” about the state of
our Association and plans for the coming season. Speaking of our President for the coming year,
readers who were not present at the Annual General Meeting in August, will be interested to note
the Committee of Management for the coming year, set out on page 2.
In this column of the March Issue this year, I indicated that in the first issue for season 2017-18, I
should be pleased to publish holiday articles for those who would like to share them with our readers.
I am grateful to Sandra and Eric Kelly for two such articles, the first on their travels to the United
States and the second on their exciting cruise from Singapore to Capetown followed by travels in
Southern Africa. Also, while some readers received my “picture presentation” of our trip to Antarctica
during the February Training and Development Night, I have included an article on Jill’s and my
travels on the Russian Icebreaker, “Akademik Schokalskiy” into Antarctic waters, during
January/February this year.
CV Umpiring Manager, Richard Patterson has his regular column, “From the Desk of the Umpiring
Manager.” Clearly, with the significant re-write of the Laws of Cricket released in April this year, and
the obvious flow-on to the CV Premier Rule changes, there is much for an Umpiring Manager to
communicate in the lead-up to the playing season. So I recommend Richard’s column as a most
useful “read.” Let us hope that the captains and players will be as “well managed” in regards to the
many changes, as will be umpires and scorers!
While we have received no feedback from readers since introducing the “Macca’s Book Review”
column as a regular column in Law 43 in the Easter Issue of 2015 (Vol 21, No. 7), we have assumed
that “no feedback” to the column can be taken as “whole hearted approval”, so for this reason, we
shall continue the column for all issues this season. In this issue, the review concerns the book,
“FRONT FOOT! The Law that Changed Cricket” by Doug Ackerly, which I trust you find of interest.
“Macca” has assured me that he has a number of reviews ready to “go to press.” However, as I
have written previously in this column, it would be marvellous, and even slightly enlightening, to hear
what others are reading, other than Law 43. So why not “put pen to paper” or “fingers to the
keyboard” and send us a review of a book you have enjoyed (or even not enjoyed) recently. It could
be a cricket book but this is certainly not essential.
Quite by chance, we were sent a most interesting article from The Guardian’s weekly cricket email
by Tim Wendelken, for which we thank him. I have entitled it, “More on the Front Foot Law – England
vs South Africa”, and you will find it complements “Macca’s Book Review” perfectly.
Trevor Finlayson
-----------------------------------------------------
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… AND THE PRESIDENT – PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS
After a cold Melbourne winter, welcome to spring and the season ahead.
Congratulations to our new panel members and we look forward to members and
families meeting them at the Melbourne Cup Day Barbecue.
At the 111th Annual General Meeting of the VCAUSA held on Tuesday, 15 th
August at Cricket Victoria, we welcomed three new faces to the Committee of
Management – Rod McKinnon, Damian Herft and Andrew Hind. On behalf of all
members we thanked Glenn Schache and Rob Sturgeon for their service and we
know that they will continue to support the VCAUSA.
In other changes to the committee, Tony Ventura has become Vice-President,
Gerry Schembri replaces Dan Bomford as Secretary, Trevor Finlayson continues as Treasurer and
John Collins has replaced Gerry as Social Event Convenor. Dan Bomford joined Luke Edwards and
John Richards in re-nominating for the committee. The committee has no scorer representative and
all scorer members are encouraged to consider nominating. Glenn Cumming continues as our
Badges and Accessories Officer, Darrell Holt as Miscellaneous Appointments Officer, Bill Ellemor
as Historian and Luke as Social Media Officer.
At the AGM, Life Membership was bestowed on former President and current Treasurer, Trevor
Finlayson. Trevor has dedicated his time over many years to the service of umpiring and scorer
members. His family have always supported VCAUSA events and he is a most worthy winner.
Planning has already commenced for the Crockett Shield and Butler Trophy defense in Melbourne
at Easter, 2019, with a sub-committee looking at ground, accommodation and social event options.
Social cricket matches, restaurant and theatre nights are also planned.
The next meeting of the Committee of Management is on Tuesday, 3rd October at 7.30 pm. Any
member is welcome to attend. Just contact Secretary Gerry Schembri and let him know you are
coming.
Mark Donaldson, winner of the Victoria Cross in Afghanistan in 2008, wrote in his autobiography
The Crossroad, “I was highly aware of everything going on around me. I was concentrating on doing
my job, which is often just a matter of doing one thing properly, then the next thing properly, and
staying in the moment.” Sounds a lot like a day’s umpiring really – minus the bullets and bombs!
Alan McCarthy
-----------------------------------------------------

THE FIST CRICKETERS FINED FOR PLAYING ON THE SABBATH
Two men, Richard Latter and Bartholomew Wyatt, were prosecuted in Sidlesham, south of
Chichester in West Sussex, for playing cricket instead of going to church on Easter Sunday. They
were arraingned by the churchwarden and then tried in Chichester Cathedral, found guilty and each
fined a shilling (about £4.90 today). The church in and around Chichester obviously took a dim view
of Sabbath cricketers. In 1662, six men were fined for playing on the Sabbath in a churchyard in
Boxgrove, north of Chichester.
(from Firsts, Lasts & Onlys, Paul Donnelly “Presents the most amazing CRICKET facts from the
last 500 years” (Hamlyn, 2010) p 25)
(How ones cricketing life has changed! Ed.)
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRING MANAGER
I wrote this time last year of the expectation of changes to the Laws of Cricket.
We were not sure how extensive they were going to be. The new Laws were
released on April 11th 2017 and this brought with it the apprehension of a Father
waiting for the birth of his first child. Like the birth of a new child there has been
some challenging aspects as of the new laws along with the excitement of
implementing them for this season.
Of course, the major discussion point out of the new Laws and reported widely
in the Media is Law 42, our new send-off powers. CV will not be playing the 5
Run Penalties for Level 1 and 2 Offences but will be implementing the
procedures for Level 3 and 4 penalties. Some time will be spent at SINS in regards to the Code of
Conduct.
This year we had 270 participants attend the Winter Classes with 97 sitting the examination. From
these 97 attendees, 45 wished to join the CV Panel. We only required five Umpires for this season.
We welcome five new members to the panel:
 Swapnil Awekar
Sub-district Umpires
 Sarah Fishley
Dandenong Umpires
 Calvin Francis
North West Umpires
 Carey Glerum
Mornington Peninsula Umpires
 David Hill
Mercantile Umpires
We farewell the following members and thank them for the service they have afforded our group:
 Dennis Garde
 Alan Jones
 David Lowe
 Farukh Rahman
Damian Herft has retired from active umpiring however will not be lost to us as he is fulfilling duties
as a match-day observer. He is not only completing observations for the panel but has also been
appointed as a Supplementary Match Referee for Cricket Australia. This means that Damian will
oversee Women’s National League, WBBL and Toyota Future League matches throughout
Australia.
Ash Barrow is becoming our 1st XI “Coach” with a view to assisting the 1st XI Panel and State Panel
with their development. Ash will be standing with, mentoring and coaching these umpires throughout
the season. The experience which Ash has gained over the past seven years as a member of the
National Panel will prove significant assistance for members of the 1st XI Panel.
2017-2018 Season
This season will again be a very busy one, especially around January when the State Championship
matches will be held. There will be some State Championship matches played in November and
December at both Country and Metropolitan Regions. Several matches in December are to be
played in Ballarat and Bendigo. These matches will give the opportunity for umpires in these cities
to umpire State Championship fixtures. I ask that all panel members attempt to make themselves
available for one or two days of the State Championships. Availabilities can be entered into My
Cricket as per normal processes when they are placed on the system. For the newer members, this
is a great opportunity for you to stand with a Senior Umpire.
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We have also been asked to supply umpires for the National Inclusion Championships to be held in
Geelong over the week beginning 21st January 2018. More information in regards to these matches
will be forwarded once full details are known.
Appointments
Like last year, appointments will be made two weeks before each match and you will receive them
on a Monday. This requires you all having your availabilities up to date. T20 appointments will be
split as per previous seasons. There are Women’s Premier T20 matches being played midweek on
the 24th and 25th January, 2018. As at the time of writing this column, Napoleon/Sebastopol had
pulled out of the Premier Competition. So unfortunately for Messrs. Hall, Turner, Robertson and
Wyatt, there will be no need to travel to Ballarat.
Cricket Southern Bayside have had an influx of umpires for the coming season. We will still be
assisting them with appointments for the coming season. Again, we will also be assisting AGS with
their appointments.
Training and Development Meetings
Once again this year, until the Junction oval comes back on-line in (at least at this stage) January,
we will need to use another venue for our meetings. I am trying to gain access to Harry Trott,
however we may need to shift to a different night due to St Kilda training on Tuesdays and Thursdays
at Harry Trott. I will keep you informed as to dates and venue.
Club Training
In the coming month you will be receiving a request which will ask which Premier Clubs are closest
to your home/work. I should like to give you all the opportunity to attend training sessions at Premier
Clubs during the season and knowing which clubs are closest to each of you, I can begin go organise
sessions. The Premier coaches have expressed a desire for umpires to attend training nights.
Playing Conditions
Changes to the Laws and to Cricket Australia policies have necessitated changes to the Cricket
Victoria Playing Conditions. Some of the major changes are listed below. These playing conditions
along with comments will have been forwarded to you prior to SINS.
• Code of Conduct
• Substitutes and Runners
• Boundaries and Sightscreens
• Helmets
• Changing condition of the ball
• Underage Bowling Limitations
• Cessation of play (1st and 2nd XIs)
• Duckworth Lewis
• Fielding restrictions for Women’s T20
I am sure the changes in the Laws and Playing Conditions will bring some angst with Captains and
Coaches during the season. I will be holding a meeting with all the Coaches and 1 st XI Captains in
the middle of September to go through the relevant changes. However, it is incumbent on us to
ensure the Captains understand the new playing conditions. Accordingly, at SINS, we shall discuss
and then implement points which we will need to discuss with them at the toss.
Observation and Performance Feedback
Both Damian and myself will be supplying written feedback following our weekly observations. The
report will cover the following areas:
Attitude:
Positive body language – relaxed, composed, self-confident, image, confidence, match
enjoyment/overall demeanour and response to both teams. Displays humility and a coachable
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attitude pre- and post-match – accepting feedback and focused on team success
Teamwork:
Communication and cooperation with partner. Leading conversations at the right time. Being
inclusive at the right times, eye contact after every ball – being there for your mate
Preparation:
Fitness, alertness and concentration. Pre-match preparation. PC review with partner. Discussions
with Captains/Stakeholders, pre-match ground inspection
Match Management:
Player management/handling of player behaviour and conflict/doubtful bowling actions/handling of
GWL. Maximising playing time and pace of play. Accurate and timely application of Playing
Conditions. Unobtrusive in officiating style, however, is visible and uses their presence when
required to get involved in match situations
Handling Appeals/Decisiveness:
Consider volume/persistence/strength of appeals and reactions. Consideration and response
without haste or undue delay. Body language, appearance of confidence/otherwise. Accuracy of
No Balls, Wides, Leg Byes – consistency and confidence
Technique:
Proactive control of match, pitch handovers, applications of Laws and PC and other codes.
Appropriate positioning pace, signaling (including Tic Tac Toe) and agility. Response to player and
match pressure – consistency of effort and routines in all areas throughout the match
Any video taken from observations will be loaded on to Dropbox for your viewing. Details on how
to access this video will be forwarded when the system has been set up.
The mentors in each grade will continue to supply feedback after each match.
This season will again prove to be a busy one. One where changes to Laws and Playing Conditions
will make it more interesting. We have the opportunity to get on the front foot and show all the
stakeholders in Premier Cricket that we have a thorough and secure knowledge of the Laws and
Playing Conditions.
I look forward to working with you all this season. Remember: “Do the basics extraordinarily well”.
Richard Patterson
-------------------------------------------------------------

INTERESTING TRIVIA – CRICKETERS OF DUAL TALENTS
The legendary W.G. Grace was the national 440-yard hurdles champion and also represented
England at bowls.
Australian Test cricketer, Vic Richardson, also played baseball for his country.
Yorkshire’s Norman Yardley, who played cricket for England between 1938 and 1950, was six
times North of England squash champion.
Before representing his country at cricket, Kepler Wessels was the number one junior tennis player
in South Africa in 1973.
By the age of eleven, twins Steve and Mark Waugh had represented New South Wales at cricket,
soccer and tennis.
(from No Balls and Googlies, Geoff Tibballs (Callistemon Books, Australia, 2006) p 183)
------------------------------------------------------
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MEET THE NEW PANEL MEMBERS
Swapnil Awekar: Yes, I am very lucky to be connected with the game of
Cricket and the opportunity to become an official is the most wonderful thing
to have happened to me till now. As Umpiring is my passion, I don't feel
anything being single as I can do so many things in this field besides my
academic studies. Cricket Umpiring brought me to a new level of living in a
high standard life. Being a Computer Engineer from Pune University, India,
cricket never allowed me to concentrate completely on my studies but kept
me on my toes to go on the field and stand in the centre to officiate friendly
games. Debuting for Pune District (PDCA) at the age of 20 gave me a different level of confidence
and made me decide Umpiring as a final career destination. After doing a few games for
Maharashtra State CA, I decided to come to Australia to pursue my dream through Cricket Australia
Umpiring Pathways. But, getting a valid visa for this purpose was the biggest hurdle.
As the only child of my parents, it is quite difficult to live away from them. Thus enrolling for a Master
of Business (Sport Management) from Deakin University, Burwood Campus, I got a chance to live
and do games on Australian soil with Mercantile and Sub-District CAs in my first season 2016-17.
Working under the guidance of Simon Taufel and Richard Patterson, now I have achieved my shortterm goal of getting selected for the CV Umpire Panel and I am looking forward to working harder
to achieve the next goal in the pathway. I should be happier if someone calls me as an Australian
Cricket Umpire of Indian origin. I know the job is very difficult but one simple line said by Simon
Taufel, “Nothing works until you do,” boosts my confidence and inspires me to track my future years.
I am looking forward to meeting all the CV Umpires and I thank you for having me on the CV Umpires’
Panel.
-----------------------------------------------------Carey Glerum: I was introduced to this wonderful game by a neighbour of
a mate in Nunawading. Playing U/14s when only 9 was a challenge, but
Nuna established an U/12 team and I still have fond memories of going
through the junior ranks. I recall buying a scorebook and sitting alongside
the scorers when the seniors played, to learn this skill, still in my whites,
sometimes hoping someone would get injured so I could have a run.
Notable teammates there were Trevor, Bill & David Saker, who have gone
on to great achievements in Premier, Victorian & Australian cricket circles.
Followed a coach to a couple of successful seasons at Moorabbin West in the CMCA and a few
other clubs afterwards, then settled at Mt Eliza for 20+ years, fulfilling all manner of roles including
Captaining many teams, club Secretary, Vice-President and achieving Life Membership in 2011. I
volunteered to umpire as often as possible, and decided to ‘go fulltime’ in 2012 with the Mornington
Peninsula CA, winning their prestigious ‘Bill Foley Award’ for best umpire in 2015/16. Last season
was asked to officiate the Australian Country Cricket Championships in Wollongong, and now have
a taste of higher league umpiring.
Married in 1990 to Katrine who is a qualified nutrition and health coach and we have one son,
Christopher, who recently graduated at law. We recently sold our Office Supplies business, and I
am looking for a job in sales, and together we enjoy renovating houses.
I am very excited to be invited into Premier Cricket ranks, and look forward to becoming a valuable
member of the umpiring team for many years.
-----------------------------------------------------
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David Hill: I can’t remember a time when weekends in the summer weren’t
all about cricket. I think it’s in the blood – my Dad played district 1st XI as an
opening bat for West Torrens in South Australia, my grandfather represented
South Australia in Shield cricket. Unfortunately, while I inherited their love of
the game, I was less fortunate when it came to inheriting their cricketing
abilities.
That said, a passion for the game and a want to succeed saw me reach the
lofty heights of the South Yarra first XI in a premiership year as an opening
batsman and I enjoyed a bit of success with the Yarras over the years. These
days though, while the competitive drive is still there, the skill level and the
ability to commit time to training and other club events, is fading somewhat.
After breaking my ankle before the start of the 2016-17 season, I thought I’d try my hand at umpiring.
To my surprise I love it, had a great season in the Mercantile Cricket Association and thought this
is probably where my future in cricket lies. So here I am ready to spend a season, hopefully in the
sun, on the field umpiring.
While I think I’d quite like my whole life to be about cricket, it isn’t. I work as a grants advisor in
Moorabbin and that keeps me fairly busy. My partner, Kath, and I love to get out and about and
explore Victoria as much as we can. I’m a big footy fan – being a South Australian, I’m a Crows
supporter and can’t really see that ever changing now.
----------------------------------------------------Calvin Francis: My selection into the CV panel is that of perseverance,
as I have been trying to make the panel for the last three years and finally
got through this year. I have been umpiring in the North West Metropolitan
CA for the last two years under the tutelage Darrell Holt and Eric Kelly. I
couldn’t have asked for better mentors, starting out as an umpire.
I am delighted to be part of the CV panel and look forward to meeting and
learning a lot more from my fellow umpires on the panel.
For the past two years, alongside cricket, I have trained and worked as a
long-line umpire with Tennis Australia. I have been married to Shalini for
over 10 years. We have two girls, Ashlen (8) and Aneira (4) who have a keen interest in sports
except for cricket!
-----------------------------------------------------

TASMANIA APPOINTS NEW MATCH OFFICIALS MANAGER
Cricket Tasmania (CT) have appointed Gerry O’Dea, who is currently the Western Australian
manager for Australian Sailing, as its new Match Officials Manager in place of Roy Loh who left the
position earlier this year. O’Dea had been in his current position for two-and-a-half years, before
that was General Manager of the Perth Flying Squadron Yacht Club, and for nearly five years from
November, 2008 the chief executive of the West Perth Australian Rules Football (ARF) Club.
The Hobart-born sports administrator has a Bachelor of Arts (Recreation) degree from Perth’s Edith
Cowan University. He has been a part-time coach of a senior ARF team in Perth, a board member
of a Womens’ ARF league, and has experience in broadcast issues related to the Australia’s unique
football game. Reports say he is due to commence with CT in mid-September just before the start
of the new cricket season there.
(from Playing the Game, No. 2229-11297, 14th August, 2017)
-----------------------------------------------------
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THE KELLYS IN THE USA
Sandra and I decided to incorporate a trip to Florida using a time share opportunity with visiting
friends in Arizona. We had to fly to Los Angeles first, then connecting flights to Orlando (Florida)
which took us 29 hours all up. We arrived on the same day as we left, given the time difference.
We unfortunately had rain on all the days we were in Orlando and Daytona Beach except for one.
We visited only one theme park (Epcot Centre) while in Orlando, and being wet, we stayed indoors
for most of the day. We had several rides, but it really was not for us oldies. We did enjoy the day,
especially the monorail ride to the park from the bus stop and back.
Going to the Cape Kennedy Space Centre on the other hand,
(even driving a left-hand-drive vehicle) was fantastic. It took us
about 75 minutes to get there on three different highways, but
when there, we enjoyed looking at the place where the Apollo
Spacecraft to the moon was launched back in 1960s, and even
looking at the Saturn 5 rockets,
and the Atlantis Space Shuttle
that they have there.
This was a most enjoyable day
(even with some showers) with
the different movies and rides
that can be seen or taken.
Atlantis Space Shuttle, Cape
At Daytona Beach, we were
Kennedy Space Centre
lucky enough to be right on the
beach where the original Daytona Race was held, and where Sir
Donald Campbell was the first man to travel at over 300 mph on
land. The highlight was a drive around the Daytona Beach Race
Saturn 5 Rockets at Cape Kennedy
Track where the Daytona 500 is held each year. The winner of the
Space Centre
race has to forfeit his winning car for 12 months so it can be on
display in the museum at the track. (Bad luck if he needed it for
another race somewhere else.) The drive around the track (which
is about 2.8 km in length) was quite an eye opener. The start/finish
line has a camber of about 18 feet, while the back straight into
corner 3 has a camber of 31 feet. When at the bottom of the track
looking up at this camber, you can’t believe that the drivers can
take this corner as fast as 250 miles per hour (which most of them
do). A photo stop at the presentation area was interesting with a
smaller version of the chequered flag in our hands. The one stand
(on the front straight) seats 105,000 people (more than the MCG)
and is 0.8 mile (1.3km) long. Sitting in the stand was incredible
with the view of the whole race track available.
Eric and Sandra at Daytona Beach
Speedway
We then drove 200 miles to West Palm Beach Harbour, where we
boarded a cruise ship for the three-day journey out to The
Bahamas Island. This was quite an interesting trip with a variety show each night, good food and
comfortable cabins. We spent the day on the Island where a hurricane had hit a year earlier,
devastating a lot of the buildings and the life of the citizens, but we enjoyed the heat and the walk
around the small part of the town.
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We also went for a trip out to the reef to see the coral, but we were thwarted by the weather,
preventing the views through the glass-bottomed boat, because of the swell. We did see several
reef sharks though as we were in one area, some being 8 – 10 feet in length. We didn’t go swimming
here for obvious reasons. Back on board, with the temperature in the high 30s, we went for a swim
in the pool, relaxing with a couple of drinks.
Another drive further south to Miami airport in a taxi ($US226
between four of us) we then flew to Phoenix Arizona where we
met up with an American chap, Shane (who when a boy of 15,
had lived with us as an exchange student in 1990). We spent
a few days with him and his family in Phoenix and Sedona,
catching up after not seeing each other since 2004. The
unfortunate thing was that the temperature in Phoenix at that
time was 122F (about 49C). It was so hot that the planes
were stopped from landing for several hours each day, as the
tarmac was blistering, and they could not get enough lift to take
off.
We then drove out into the desert to a place called Lake
The red Mountains of Arizona
Havasu, about four hours’ drive east. Here we stayed for a few
days with Shane’s parents. Lake
Havasu is the place where “London Bridge” was transported to, and
then rebuilt brick by brick. It now crosses an inlet from the Colorado
River, which was diverted under it after the bridge was rebuilt in the
desert dunes. We again had temperatures in the mid-120s, reaching
50C on two successive days. We drove to several different towns,
(some on the famous Route 66) where we visited museums and other
interesting places (most of which had air conditioning) except for the
town of “Oatman”, an old cowboy town that has Burras (donkeys)
walking along the main street. Usually they have a re-enactment of a
cowboy shoot-out at midday, but with the temperature well over 100,
A Burra in the street at
this was cancelled. We enjoyed the services of the local pub instead,
Oatman, Arizona
to quench our thirsts.
Another couple of days were spent in Laughlin, Nevada (beside the Colorado River) to check out
the second best strip of casinos, but cheaper to stay in. Here we saw the famous “Hand of Faith,”
the largest gold nugget found in the world (found here in Wedderburn Victoria). We looked around
Laughlin, before heading to Las Vegas for our flight to Honolulu in a couple of days’ time. No luck
on the casino floor, but got some different types of merchandise at the retail outlets.
Two days in Honolulu, with the temperature being vastly different after 12 days of over 118 degrees
with rain again and about 80F. We went for a drive right around the Island on the public bus, and
walked along the famous Waikiki beach several times before the long flight back to Australia (losing
a day in the process).
After a month away, we returned to the temperature of 9C when we arrived at Tullamarine. Boy
what a contrast that was, but we very much enjoyed the warmer weather during the cold Melbourne
winter.
Eric and Sandra Kelly
-----------------------------------------------------
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“IN THE WAKE OF MAWSON” – OUR ANTARCTIC ADVENTURE
We had an unusually long time (for us, at least) to contemplate this
holiday, following its initial planning in June, 2015, for a departure
aboard the Russian Icebreaker, “Akademik Schokalskiy”, from the Port
of Bluff, New Zealand, on 16th December, 2016. It should have involved
a “cruise” to Commonwealth Bay with a short hike to Mawson’s Huts
(as indicated in the advertised trip) and a return in time to resume
cricket umpiring in the second week of January, 2017. But how welllaid plans can “come unstuck”, particularly plans involving the Antarctic
region!
As of Easter, 2016, our schedule had been delayed by one month, on
the excuse from the tourist company, that the same trip during the
previous summer had not been able to land on the Antarctic Continent
Advertised trip “In the Wake
on account of the density of sea ice and the advice of weather experts
of Mawson”
was that our trip should be delayed by one month. Fortunately, the
Umpiring Manager for Cricket Victoria was most sympathetic when I phoned him to give him the
news that rather than missing one game over the Christmas/New Year period, I should be absent
from mid-January till mid-February!
Our departure from Bluff on the afternoon of 17 th January, was smooth enough and the formalities
of introductions to the tour staff followed: Tour Leader, Nathan Russ, Hostess, Ms Agnes Brennieri,
Naturalists, Chris Todd and Simon Blanc, Historian, Dr David Harrowfield, the Ship’s Medical Officer,
Dr Pat Alley and New Zealand Department of Conservation Officer, Phil Tisch. Such an officer is
required by New Zealand law to accompany all tours to the Sub-Antarctic islands and the Antarctic
region. But after passing the lee of the mainland near Bluff, the passage across Foveaux Strait was
far from smooth, as we immediately experienced the force of “The
Roaring Forties” and the “Good Doctor” had a busy night.
The following morning we were approaching The Snares, our
first, New-Zealand-owned Sub-Antarctic Island group to be
visited. The day was bright and sunny and eventually the ship
anchored in the lee of The Snares so that the Zodiacs could be
lowered. After the previous night, the Zodiac trip around various
beautiful sections of The Snares in perfect sunshine and calm
conditions, was almost miraculous.
After the “Akademik Shokalskiy” departed the lee area of The
Zodiac tour around The Snares
Snares and headed south, again the swell picked up, we were,
after all, now in the “Roaring Fifties!” We sailed through the night
and at around 4:00 am the following morning (19th January) we had
laid anchor in Port Ross near to Enderby Island, one of the
Auckland Islands group. We were landed on Enderby Island in the
Zodiacs, for a hike of about 12 km, around the coastal strip of the
island. It was our first experience of fully restored flora and fauna
after the significant destruction of these beautiful islands during
colonial times, when many of them had become infested by rats
and other ferals.
Megaherbs on Enderby Island
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We stopped for lunch which had been provided as a “brown paper
bag” on the ship and which contained more than enough for
lunch. The first part of the walk across Enderby Island was on a
board walk. However, the remainder was quite strenuous in
some parts, particularly the last 1 km or so which was through
dense tussocks of grass with a strong wind blowing from the sea.
By early the following morning (20th January) we were at anchor
in Port Ross from where we departed in the Zodiacs for
Hardwicke, the sight of a colonial British settlement where a
disastrous attempt had been made to raise sheep and cattle.
Lunch stop on Enderby Island hike
Alas, all that remained was a
cemetery and a carved tree stump. Our next landing in the
Auckland Islands was in Ranui Cove where, following a short
walk along fairly rugged terrain, we inspected a lookout which
dated from the beginning of WWII, when New Zealand was
concerned about German ships sheltering amongst the SubAntarctic Islands. No German ships were ever sighted but those
who were sent to this location, mostly scientists, did some very
productive scientific work. The “Akademik Shokalskiy” weighed
WWII lookout, overlooking Ranui
anchor at about mid-day and we sailed down the east coast of
Cove, Auckland Islands
the Auckland Islands, towards Macquarie Island.
Our first landing on the Australian-owned, Macquarie Island was
on Sunday, 22nd January, on Sandy Beach, the location of the
rookeries of both the Royal and King Penguins. What fascinating
and friendly creatures they proved to be. (Note also the cover
picture!) Sadly, the main predator of both penguin eggs and
chicks, the Skua Gull, was also present in large numbers as were
the basking elephant seals.
That night was spent at anchor in Buckels Bay, adjacent to the
Isthmus which is the location of the Australian Base on
The Royal Penquin rookery, Sandy
Macquarie Island, from where two Rangers came on board to tell
Beach, Macquarie Island
us something of the scientific work on Macquarie Island,
including the eradication programme which, similarly to the programmes on the New Zealand SubAntarctic Islands, has restored Macquarie Island to its natural state, in terms of flora and fauna. The
following day, a number of
our tour group made a
landing on the Base to
learn more about the
scientific work there. Jill
and I chose not to make
this landing which was
said
to
be
fairly
hazardous. We made do
with a greeting from a
colleague of mine from the
University of Adelaide
who was researching at
the
Macquarie
Base
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during the summer.
There followed several days at sea where, in addition to regular lectures from the Tour staff,
particularly the two Naturalists, Samuel Blanc and Chris Todd, and some interesting films about
early Antarctic exploration from Historian, David Harrowfield, we were constantly upgraded on the
status of the sea ice surrounding the Continent. This was done by the posting of the satellite ice
maps from which, as time progressed, it became more and more obvious that the initial goal of the
trip, namely to land in Commonwealth Bay was not going to be possible. The alternative which was
being pursued was a landing in Davis Bay, slightly to the East of Commonwealth Bay.
One of the features of a trip like this is the question of when will
we sight the first ice berg? Indeed, this was set as a guessing
competition by the Tour Staff. It proved to be a most memorable
Australia Day as at 3:08 pm on Australia Day, the first ice berg
was sighted and, not surprisingly, this meant a slight change of
course in order to navigated around this massive ice berg. Of
course the usual Australia Day celebrations, with appropriate
food and adequate drink, followed.
The next point of excitement concerned the south magnetic pole,
Arrival at the first Iceberg, sighted at
since our revised course would very soon take us to the current
3:08 pm, 26th January
coordinates of the pole, 642S; 1363E. Our expected time of
arrival would be ~0:45hrs on 27th January. While this may have sounded an awkward time, bearing
in mind that we were now experiencing 24hrs of daylight,
meeting this most important and unique experience, proved
not to be a problem.
By late afternoon on 27th January, it had become clear that
the hoped-for landing in Davis Bay would not be possible.
Indeed, we got to within about 60km of the Continent when
the sea ice had become so dense that the Captain of the
“Akademik Schokalskiy” decreed that we would venture no
further. When one considered that he was involved in this
same Russian Ice Breaker being stuck in the ice in 2013,
this decision was not at all surprising. So late in the
Arrival at South Magnetic Pole
afternoon, we were given a Zodiac cruise amongst the sea
ice to view the wildlife. How amazing! A whale coming to the
surface just a few feet in front of our Zodiac or a landing on an
ice platform, only to see little
Adélie penguins hop out of the
water and pose for their
photographs!
Throughout 28th January, the
aim was to attempt to set foot on
the Continent near Merz Glacier
Zodiacing from the Akademik
but
alas,
this too
was
Schokalskiy
th
abandoned on 29 January on
account of the density of the sea ice. Further Zodiac cruises and a
The photogenic Adélie penquins
“landing” on a large ice platform (on 30th January) followed, to view
on an ice platform. (Note Jill’s
boot!)
the wildlife which was really quite spectacular.
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Meanwhile our course had been chartered towards the
Balleny Islands which would eventually take us across the
Antarctic Circle. As we travelled south towards the
Ballenys, on three separate evenings we experienced
what our Tour Leader described as most unusual events.
On each evening we witnessed “a whale performance”,
which was clearly the feeding time for whales. The noise
and the breaching out of the water in performances which
went on for an hour or so on each evening, was quite
incredible.
An evening performance from a Humpback
Note the few paragraphs from “The Lonely Planet
whale
‘Antarctica’” (pp 253-4) under “Balleny Islands”:
 Northern-most territory of New Zealand’s Antarctic claim consisting of The Ross Dependency:
Young, Rowe, Borradaile, Buckle and Sabrina Islands;
 Largely unlandable because of steep basaltic cliffs and so have been visited only a handful of
times;
 Australian physicist, Louis Bernacchi in 1899, on Borchgrefink’s “Antarctic” expedition, was
moved by their bleak aspect, to write, “I can imagine no greater punishment than to be left alone
to live forgotten and die forlorn on that desolate shore.”

A piedmont glacier on Young Island, in the
desolate Ballenys

We continued towards the Balleny Islands which were
reached at ~2:30 pm, on Friday, 3rd February. The first
major island in the group being Young Island which was
snow covered and glacial. On reaching the Antarctic Circle
(66 37’) we stopped for a special ceremony on the bow of
“Akademik Shokalskiy” whereby all took the “Oath of
Antarctica” (as read by Nathan) and we toasted those
heroic Antarctic explorers who had preceded us, with
mulled wine. We were stamped on the forehead with a
Penguin stamp by David Harrowfield. There proceeded a
“hosing down” of those who wished to be involved. (Jill and
I “passed” on this also!)

Within the Balleny group we reached as far south as Sabrina
Island, (~67S), the nesting place for the Chin Strap penguin,
where we spent a little time studying these rocky structures of
volcanic origin, before heading north for our next stop at Campbell
Island. This is another New Zealand-owned Sub-Antarctic Island
which in recent years has
been restored to its natural
state by ridding it of ferals
(mainly rats and cats).

Assistance from two caring nurses on
windy Col Lyall saddle, Campbell Island

Our farthest point south, ~67S, off
Sabrina Island in the Ballenys

We anchored in Perseverance Harbour, Campbell Island, on
the morning of 7th February, and following one Zodiac tour of
the harbour itself, which abounds in wild life, we went on a
hike along the board-walk track to the Col Lyall Saddle. On
the Saddle itself, overlooking Dent Island (the original centre
of the volcano which formed Campbell Island) the wind was
ferocious. I was assisted to the top of the Saddle by Kathy
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and Diana (two nurses) since they were worried that I might fall over in the wind. The walk down
from the Saddle was much more difficult that the walk up, particularly on account of some steep
sections and sequences of high downward steps on the
board-walk. It was a surprise to find a pair of Campbell Island
Teals which we spotted near the old jetty, on our return to the
Zodiac pick-up point.
This bird was once
thought to be extinct, but
a few years ago, it was
found on Dent Island,
bred in captivity in New
Zealand and released
Dancing Southern Royal Albatros on
back on to Campbell
Campbell Island
Island.
The once-thought, extinct Campbell
Island Teal

The following day featured a further Zodiac tour in
Perseverance Harbour for some while others climbed Mount
Honey, the highest peak on Campbell Island. An enjoyable evening was shared by all, with many
tourists displaying their performing skills in “A Whale of a Time – The Akademik Shokalskiy Review”,
prior to our return to the port of Bluff on 11th February. While many expeditioners expressed their
disappointment at not setting foot on the Continent, for us, being amongst such magnificent wildlife, was just fantastic.
Jill and Trevor Finlayson
-----------------------------------------------------

SOUTH AUSTRALIA MORE THAN DOUBLES FUNDING FOR GIRLS’ GAME
Lauren Ebsary says she needed thick skin as a young girl playing cricket with the boys in the
Snowtown Area School yard, 150 km north of Adelaide. The former South Australian captain and
Australian player had no female competition to participate in as a child in the mid-north, meaning
she did not play her first competitive match until she was 14.
Ebsary, the South Australian Cricket Association’s (SACA)’s female community engagement coordinator, said that situation “threw up a lot of challenges for girls coming through playing the nontraditional female sports. You had to have a fairly thick skin back then growing up and coming
through the ranks playing with the boys. But we’re a long way down the track of our mindset
changing ... and making cricket a sport that everyone can play, not just boys. It’s exciting to see
girls are now getting so many more opportunities to play cricket at a young age and then being able
to progress."
Those opportunities will surge this summer after SACA more than doubled its investment in girl’s
cricket. Its 'Growing Cricket for Girls’ strategy will receive $A195,000, up from $A75,000 last year,
to fund 23 clubs’ and 35 schools’ participation in the Adelaide Strikers’ Girls Cricket League. New
competitions will also be introduced in the Great Southern, Barossa and Light, Eyre Peninsula, and
Murray Towns associations, as well as Adelaide’s western suburbs. The move will result in more
than 1,200 females aged 11-18 playing cricket across the state from Port Lincoln to Mount Gambier.
“It’s had a fantastic uptake”, said Ebsary, who represented Australia on 34 occasions across all
forms of the game. “We’re bringing together the pieces of the puzzle to make sure these girls
can transition from the grassroots into the next program with ease.” Ebsary hoped government
funding to build female changerooms would continue to increase, in line with cricket participation
numbers growing among girls.
(cont’d on page 23)
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SINGAPORE TO SOUTH AFRICA
With us meeting the group in Singapore, (77 people), we had a short tour around the sights of
Singapore, including the Orchard Garden and the Padang (where Singapore Cricket Club play) and
other attractions, before boarding the Queen Elizabeth. We had several stop-overs as we travelled
to Cape Town in South Africa. These included Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia, Colombo in Sri Lanka,
where I was able to see several of the cricket grounds that are used by touring teams and the Test
team. Unfortunately, this was only in passing, as we were not allowed to stop at any of them.
Next came the Seychelles (in the Indian Ocean) where we were
able to have a swim in the wonderfully warm waters on the very
sandy beaches. These were well up with the Australian
standard of beach that we are used to here. One of the favourite
things seen here were the Giant Tortoise, which were about 100
+ years in age. Mauritius, was another interesting place to visit,
with the Giant Lily-pads (some being 8 to 10 feet in diameter)
and other Giant Tortoise in the
gardens.
With a visit to the small French
Island of Reunion, we were
greeted by rain, but as we
travelled up into the extinct
Giant Tortoise
volcano, the rain stopped and
we had the wonderful Veil’s Mist
waterfall to look at. What a sight
(especially for those who love
waterfalls). It started raining again as
we descended to the town of St.
Giant Lily-pad
Martin, where we stood at the foot of
a statue in honour of Roland Garros. He was a pilot in the French
Air-force in WW1 and after whom the stadium in Paris is named,
where the French Open Tennis Tournament is played. (This was
something that I did not know previously).
Statue of Roland Garros, St
We then had the shipboard experience of the Queen Elizabeth again
Martin, Reunion
for a few days as we arrived at Port Elizabeth in South Africa. This is
not a very nice place to visit, as there is a lot of poverty and crime
here, but we went to one very special place outside the city. We
arrived at the Addo Elephant Park, (about 1½ hrs away) to see these
magnificent creatures in the wild. With no guarantee of seeing them,
we went around the park in different directions (we were in two
buses to accommodate the 77 people) and both were lucky enough
to see some of these wonderful animals. Sandra was in the bus that
saw a large herd, one of which attacked the bus because its calf was
separated from the herd and on the other side of the road. There
were about seven or eight elephants in this herd, so the group was
very lucky. My bus only saw three elephants walking along the side
of the road at a very sedate pace, but at least we saw them. We
Elephant herd with calf
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saw a pride of lions (unfortunately they were 100 metres away) with two large females, two cubs
and a big male, all sitting and walking about the area, (too far away for photos). An experience that
will not to be forgotten by us all!
We continued on to Cape Town where we disembarked the ship, but we had a perfect day weatherwise to go up on the cable-car to the top of Table Mountain. From here you have a wonderful view
of the city and suburbs. We also drove a couple of hours south to the Cape of Good Hope where
the Atlantic and Southern Oceans converge, and where white pointer sharks are quite prolific. We
walked on the beaches here, with the pounding of the waves.
The next part of the journey was a flight to Zimbabwe, to visit the
Victoria Falls. What a sight to see, and we arrived with the water
flowing over the falls at a tremendous rate, causing the spray to travel
several hundred metres. We got extremely wet on the walk around
the canyon rim even with rain coats on, but no-one cared. Most of
the group went for a helicopter flight over the falls as well, to get the
overall view of the area. A great scene and experience to
encompass.
We also saw a couple of Hippopotamuses in the river when we went
on a short river cruise, which helped us in our search for “The Big
Five” - these being Lion, Elephant, Hippo, Buffalo, and Rhinoceros.
Victoria Falls
We then flew to Kruger N.P. for three days, where we were up and
on the road by 6.00 am in search of the wild animals again. This time we were taken in four smaller
trucks holding 10 passengers each (only 36 of us here) and we all saw a large array of wild animals
in this massive park (over 4,000 square kilometres) - Elephants, Giraffes, Buffalo, Lions, Deer,
Monkeys, White Rhinoceros and even a Leopard were seen by two of the groups. There was a
plethora of birds all the time we were there. It was a fantastic
experience to turn a corner, and there sitting in the middle of the
road, not a care in the world, but a big male lion. On the side of the
road was another, and while we sat and watched for about 15
minutes taking photos, they decided to get up and saunter away.
Some great shots were taken by the group. The elephants were
among the trees, with some coming quite close to the road so that
we got a better look at them. Also we spotted Giraffe, walking right
along the side of the road. Buffalo
and the White Rhino were a lot
harder to find, but we were able to
get a look at both on one occasion.
our path in Kruger
As for the Leopard, we only caught Lions blocking N.P
a small glimpse of him, and were
lucky to see that as there are few in the whole park. It was another
fantastic experience for us to see some of the most wonderful
creatures that are on this earth, in their own environment and not in
captivity.
White Rhino in Kruger N.P.

If you have not had this experience, I suggest that you grab the first
opportunity you can and see them for yourselves.
Sandra and Eric Kelly
-----------------------------------------------------
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW
Front Foot! The Law That Changed Cricket – Doug Ackerly (Griffin Press, 2016) ISBN
9780646962375
Having been given this book by a fellow “cricket tragic” who thought that I was his one friend who
would appreciate reading it, I felt obliged to do so. I was still playing seriously when this particular
change to our Laws found its way through the MCC hierarchy and the Boards of Control of the other
Test-playing nations. So “from behind the stumps” or “with bat in hand”, I was not all that concerned
about where any particular bowler placed his feet. So I did not take much notice of the controversy
at the time. Hence, I thought this would be some interesting cricketing history to read.
The author is a journalist by profession but was also a cricketer of some note, having played 2 nd XI
Victorian Premier Cricket for Northcote and then captained the 3 rd XIs at Dandenong and North
Melbourne where he met Ian Chappell who has penned the Forward to the book.
In addition to Ian Chappell’s Forward on which I shall comment later, the book contains a Prologue
in which a brief history of cricket is summarised from its very beginning “as a game whose
documented origins as a simple village pastime in the Weald of Kent, Surrey and Sussex date back
to 1550,” when “John Derrick, with ‘diuerse of his fellowes did runne and play Creckett’ on a ‘parcel
of land’ near the free school of Guildford” to the present day, when the “ICC’s accounts for
December, 2015 showed a net surplus of more than US$260 million, with capital and reserves of
more than US$57 million.” Naturally this Prologue focusses on the initial introduction of Laws as
“settled by the CRICKET-CLUB, and play’d at the ARTILLERY-GROUND, LONDON,” in 1744. In
this initial version of the Laws, a “No Ball” was called only when the bowler’s “hinder foot” was in
front of the bowling crease. Surprisingly, it involved no penalty and it seems the ball was regarded
as dead so that the striker could not score from it.
The many subsequent changes, particularly those relating to bowling actions and the No Ball are
then summarised. Indeed there have been many but none as controversial, it seems, as the change
to the front-foot law. Prior to this change the fairness of a delivery had been judged on the basis of
the bowler having one foot on the ground behind the bowling crease at the point of delivery, perhaps
not unlike the original 1744 wording! But for a number of bowlers, particularly the quick ones, the
matter of drag and the eventual position of the front foot, often well beyond the popping crease as
in the case of Australia’s, “long-legged” Gordon Rorke, was an issue of concern.
Ackerly’s subsequent chapters cover what ensued from the days of early experiments in English
County Cricket and in some of the Test-playing nations, typically from 1955 onwards, to the final
decision of the MCC on 6th May, 1970 when Law 26 would read, “The umpire at the bowler’s wicket
shall call and signal ‘No Ball’ if, in the delivery stride, no part of the bowler’s front foot is grounded
behind the popping crease.” Much in these chapters is based to a large extent on the Minutes of
the meetings of the various Administrative bodies in each country. While he is no doubt thorough
and accurate in his reporting from these Minutes, anyone who has ever been involved in the
meetings of Cricket Administrations, whether they be at the Country, State or even Club level, would
know that Minutes do not make exciting reading. It was from this point of view that I found the first
half of the book somewhat tedious.
Nevertheless, there are some matters of interest worth particular mention. For example, “the drag”,
necessitating the “steel toe cap” and the “disc” (as used by some umpires to define where the bowler
should plant his foot), are aspects of bowling which have perhaps never been heard of by current
young cricketers. The drag was a topic of controversy for several years, particularly in the cases of
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bowlers such as Australia’s Gordon Rorke, who, following a drag, could land the front foot well
beyond the popping crease. Various authorities were opposed to the change to the front-foot law,
both from the point of view of the umpire in that he had less time to focus on the ball at the striker’s
end and hence give an accurate decision on LBW, caught behind, etc., or from the point of view of
the batsman, on account of the shorter time it allowed the striker to pick up on the call of “No Ball”,
and thus take advantage of the call.
I have made mention Ian Chappell’s Forward which does make interesting reading. Chappell
continues to be opposed to the front-foot law and sites a most interesting example from the “backfoot” days of a Shield Match between South Australia and New South Wales in which Keith Miller,
fielding at mid-on, had heard the call of “No-Ball” and inexplicably let the ball fall through his hands
to the ground, enabling the batsmen to attempt a second run. Miller, in a brilliant piece of fielding,
pounced on the ball after it bounced and sent an accurate return to the bowler who completed an
easy run out. Chappell also quotes some data on no-balls pre and post the front-foot law in Test
matches to support his opinion. But in this regard a comment by Robin Bailhache quoted by Ackerly
(p 109) is worth repeating: “Don’t blame the law; you blame the bowler. If the bowler was silly
enough to try to run that close after running 20 yards, he deserves it.”
In the second part of the book, Ackerly addresses what is clearly a more serious matter for cricket
authorities and which he suggests is a consequence of the front-foot law, namely the extent of
injuries to pace bowlers. He summarises the nature and extent of injuries to individual bowlers with
whom we are quite familiar, a number of whom have had their playing careers cut short by serious
back injuries. From the extent of injuries amongst our Australian pace bowlers in very recent times,
perhaps Ackerly’s thesis has some merit.
Trevor Finlayson
-----------------------------------------------------

CA SELECTS 12 FOR INAUGURAL HIGH PERFORMANCE WORKSHOP
The newest member of Cricket Australia’s (CA’s) National Umpires Panel (NUP), all six from its
second-tier Development Panel (DP), and five who are on the fringes of the latter group, were
chosen to attend CA's inaugural, four-day High Performance Officiating Workshop held in Brisbane
in August.
No details of the new course, which is effectively a Level 3 qualification, have yet been made public,
although CA’s ‘Cricket Umpires Australia’ web page has been making clear for months that
participation is “by invitation only” and that details of its “framework” will be made available “soon”.
Half of those selected for the workshop came from the DP: Nathan Johnstone; Donovan Koch;
Simon Lightbody; Claire Polosak; David Shepard and Ben Treloar, with Polosak and Shepard also
being members of CA’s Project Panel. The others were NUP member Anthony Wilds, plus Stephen
Brne, Darren Close, Anthony Hobson, David Taylor and Troy Penman.
Six of the twelve are from New South Wales, two each from Queensland and Victoria, and one each
from Tasmania and Western Australia, but there is no one from South Australia, a state that over
the past two decades has produced three Test umpires. All except Brne, Close, a former first class
umpire, and Penman, currently hold, or have held, year-long National Officiating Scholarships
awarded by the Australian Government’s Sports Commission.
(from Playing the Game, No. 2229-11294, 14th August, 2017)
-----------------------------------------------------
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MORE ON THE FRONT-FOOT LAW – ENGLAND VS SOUTH
AFRICA
The first two Tests between England and South Africa have offered any number of statistical
contrasts. England dominated the first and won at a canter; South Africa dominated the second and
won at a gallop. England’s apparent superiority in the opening encounter was however aided by the
fielding of their opponents, who as the series started, resembled a rabble of slipshod calamity-fiends,
determined to turn the first day into a slapstick comedy.
In the first innings of the first Test, the tourists bowled 13 no-balls. In the second innings, bowled by
England, there were three; in the third there was one; and in all five innings since there has not been
a single no-ball bowled. What happened on the first day of the series was, then, a bizarre collective
anomaly. Morné Morkel bowled Ben Stokes with a no-ball, the record-breaking 13th dismissal he
has had chalked off for overstepping in his Test career; Joe Root was caught way out of his crease
after skipping down the track to Keshav Maharaj, but the spinner too had erred. While superficially
straightforward, Law 24.5(a)(ii) (now 21.5.2), as the relevant rule is snappily titled, continues to test
bowlers’ techniques and umpires’ eyesight.
Since the 1960s, when the no-ball laws were
changed to make it easier for umpires to spot
them and harder for cheats to cheat them,
there has been an intriguing alteration in the
number of no-balls being called in Test
cricket. The change saw a massive and
sustained spike in calls: when the Ashes were
contested in England in 1961 there was only
one in the entire series (to be fair that was a
bit of an outlier: of all England home series it
is one of the eight with fewest no-balls, and
the other seven were all played in the 19th Despair for Morné Morkel as umpire Paul Reiffel signals a noball after the South African paceman had bowled Ben Stokes
century. Still, in the 1956 Ashes there were a at Lord’s. (Photograph: Matthew Impey/Rex/Shutterstock)
not-too-dissimilar six); when Australia next
visited in 1964 there were 38. From there the number kept rising: in the 2005 Ashes series there
were 223.
To put it another way, in the 1950s the average Test featured 5.25 of them; in the 1960s, as the
impact of the new law started to be felt, there were 10.67; in the 1970s there were 25.36, which was
where it plateaued for a while: in the 1980s there were 24.90; in the 1990s 26.97; and in the 2000s
23.49. And then television umpires arrived, and standing umpires stopped looking. In this decade
the number has dropped to 9.61, and continues to fall, dipping to 8.05 in the last three years.
As it stands umpires are effectively punished for checking. If they remain silent and the ensuing
delivery is indeed a no-ball and yields a wicket, the decision can be checked and the dismissal
overturned with no reputational damage. If they speak out and the delivery turns out to have been
legal there is no comeback for the bowling side, and the umpire gets the blame.
At the start of last year, in a Test match between Australia and New Zealand in Wellington, Adam
Voges was on seven when he was bowled by Doug Bracewell. The on-field umpire, Richard
Illingworth, called a no-ball – incorrectly, it transpired – and Voges was reprieved; he went on to
score 239. “Richard was distraught afterwards,” the match referee, Chris Broad, said. “I think when
anyone is proved wrong in any decision that they make it’s embarrassing. There can be nothing
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done about it. It was called – that’s the end of the matter. Richard is a Yorkshireman, he shrugs his
shoulders and gets on with it.”
The flipside of that coin has been witnessed often enough. Perhaps most notoriously, England
needed to score 369 runs in the final innings to beat Pakistan at Old Trafford in 2001, or bat through
the final day to secure a draw (they started the morning on 85-0, with Michael Atherton and Marcus
Trescothick at the crease). In the end, after a wild final session in which eight wickets fell, they got
within seven overs of the draw before losing their final batsman. Their cause was hardly helped by
a collapse from 201-2 to 230-8, during which four successive wickets – Nick Knight, trapped lbw by
Wasim Akram, and then Ian Ward, Andrew Caddick and Dominic Cork, all dismissed by Saqlain
Mushtaq – fell to no-balls which the umpires failed to call, the last three all missed by David
Shepherd.
“We lost four batsmen to no-balls because the umpires were rightly concentrating on the business
end of things,” said the batsman Graham Thorpe, a forgiving sort, at close of play. “They were
looking for bat-pad catches and sometimes it’s not humanly possible to keep an eye open for
everything. However, when you analyse the game, we lost four batsmen we shouldn’t have. Maybe
we should be looking at the whole way we use technology in cricket. Pakistan were bowling no-ball
after no-ball. Maybe that’s something the third umpire could help police.” Matthew Hoggard, another
member of the England team, said that he had “a lot of sympathy with the umpires because there
were so many players around the bat they had enough on their plate. The disappointing thing was
that the no-balls were so blatant surely the third umpire could have had a word.”
The incident had a serious impact on Shepherd. “Shep hurried away from the ground, near to
despair,” we wrote in our obituary, after he died in 2009. “He decided on the spot to end his career
as a top umpire, and only the daily phone calls from friends, Lord’s, players and umpires persuaded
him to change his mind.” The man himself said that in the aftermath “some wonderful people helped
me through that. I got letters and messages from others I’d never met and I received kindly words
at the ECB. I listened to them all and decided to stay.”
It was in July 1962 that the law was changed so that, instead of a bowler’s back foot having to land
in the bowling crease, the front foot had to land inside the popping crease. The change was intended
to end the habit of dragging the back foot forward before delivery, which was allowing bowlers to
release the ball with their front foot a couple of feet beyond the popping crease. “The conference
will have earned the gratitude of all batsmen,” the Guardian wrote when the ICC passed the motion.
“Fast bowlers may be disconcerted and their control affected slightly for a time. They should quickly
adapt themselves. The new procedure seems better and fairer.”
But when West Indies toured England the following year they refused to adopt the new procedure.
“I sense among players and umpires gathering resentment at the unending changes in the laws,”
the Times wrote the following April, as the tourists trained alongside Middlesex in the nets at Lord’s.
“If it is not the follow-on, they say, it is the placing of the field; if it is not the dragging of the feet, it is
the bending of the arm. Yesterday the players were not the only ones to be shaking their puzzled
heads. The umpires were in difficulties as well. To be able to see whether a bowler is cutting the
popping crease with his front foot an umpire’s inclination is to stand well up to the stumps. He is
required, simultaneously, to see whether the bowler is no-ball on the return crease. And at the same
time, he has to set himself to give his decisions at the other end. His job, it seems, grows increasingly
complex.”
There has been no significant revision of the law since, though Sir Donald Bradman, Richie Benaud,
Alec Bedser and the Australian umpire Robin Bailhache all criticised the current version, with three
main arguments recurring.
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Ian Chappell, for example, has frequently argued that the law should be changed to allow umpires
to make better decisions. “The front-foot law detracts from the time the umpire has to focus on the
striker’s end for a possible decision,” he wrote. “A return to the back-foot law would allow umpires
more time to focus on the decision-making process, which should bring improved results.”
In 2015 the Australian selector Rod Marsh argued that the law should be changed to avoid injuries
to umpires. “Put yourself in the umpire’s position when a batsman with a massive weapon runs at
the bowler and smashes a straight drive at about chest height,” he said. “I, for one, would want to
be standing back as far as possible. By reverting to the back-foot law the umpire has a chance to
stand at least two metres further back.”
Bob Woolmer, in his book The Art and Science of Cricket, argued that the law should be changed
to avoid injuries to bowlers, who by landing their front feet in the same spot, wear a hole in the
crease, and then continue to land their feet at force on the uneven ground. “This meant that, at
delivery, where the largest force goes through the body was where the bowlers were off balance,”
he wrote. Last year the Australian journalist Doug Ackerly published a book on the subject, Front
Foot: the Law that Changed Cricket, which expanded on the link between the no-ball law and bowler
injuries.
There is no sign of a change in the law, but there will soon be another massive change in its
application, at least at the highest level. During the one-day series between England and Pakistan
last year the third umpire ruled on no-balls, leaving the on-field officials to concentrate on other
business. In May the ICC’s cricket committee watched a presentation about the trial, at the end of
which they “recommended that the third umpire should call all no-balls in international matches using
instant replays.”
That series, as it happens, featured – albeit by a small margin – more no-balls than any other fivematch, one-day-international series played anywhere in the world in this decade, a taste of what is
to come. The next chapter in the no-ball story will feature the technology-assisted elimination of
error and oversight, and unless or until bowlers respond to the change by altering their own
techniques, an accompanying proliferation of no-ball calls, back to 1990s levels and probably
beyond. For all its simplicity, Law 24.5(a)(ii) (now 21.5.2) continues to confound.
(Extract from The Spin, The Guardian’s weekly cricket email – 25th July, 2017)
-----------------------------------------------------

SOUTH AUSTRALIA MORE THAN DOUBLES FUNDING FOR GIRLS’ GAME (CONT’D)
She said it was an exciting time for women’s sport in general, as the likes of the Australian Rules
Football Womens' and the national soccer teams attracted widespread media coverage and
sponsorship. “The sports are somewhat competing against each other, but more exposure for
any women’s sport is a good thing. Girls can finally see their role models playing sport, whereas
before they didn’t get access to that.”
(from Playing the Game, No. 2230-11299, 15th August, 2017)
----------------------------------------------------

A FEW WORDS OF TRIVIA FOR INTERESTED “MUSOS”
DILL PICCOLINI: An exceedingly small wind instrument that plays only sour notes
FLUTE FLIES: Those tiny insects that bother musicians on outdoor gigs
FRUGALHORN: A sensible and inexpensive brass instrument
GAUL BLATTER: A French horn player
GREGORIAN CHAMP: The title bestowed upon the monk who can hold a note the longest
TEMPO TANTRUM: What an elementary school orchestra is having when it’s not following the
conductor
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VCAUSA CALENDAR
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2017-18, as far as is known at this stage is as follows:
Date
Saturday, 9 September,
2017; 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday, 10 September,
2017; 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Tuesday, 3 October, 2017
Tuesday, 7 November,
2017
Tuesday, 5 December,
2017
Tuesday, 9 January, 2018
Tuesday, 13 February,
2018
Tuesday, 6 March, 2018
Saturday, 31 March, 2018
Sunday, 10 June, 2018

Activity
Notes
SINS at Sunshine, Grand J.R. Parsons Reserve, Stanford
United CC
Street. Map Ref 40:J3
SINS at Harry Trott Oval
Ross Gregory Drive, St Kida
CoM Meeting, 7:30 pm
CUP Day BBQ, 12:00 noon Carlton Cricket
– “stumps”
Parade, Carlton
CoM Meeting, 7:30 pm

Club,

Royal

CoM Meeting, 7:30 pm
CoM Meeting, 7:30 pm
CoM Meeting, 7:30 pm
Grand Final Tent, Junction
Oval
VCAUSA/SACUSA Joint
Planning Meeting

11:00 am – 4:00 pm
Penola, S.A. Planning for
Crockett Shield, Easter, 2019

An Ideal Gift for You or Your Friends
The VCAUSA has a stock of embroidered, new style, polo shirts.
Made from 100% lightweight polyester, they are now available for
purchase in sizes S, M, L, XL and XXL. The member cost is only $35.
Anyone
interested
should
contact
Glenn
Cumming
(glenn.cumming@gmail.com) while stocks are still available.

Glenn also has stocks of the following VCAUSA memorabilia items:
Association Ties:
Association Caps
VCAUSA Socks

$25
$15
$1.00 per pair

(Black cotton socks with the VCAUSA logo embroidered in white on each sock).

Cream Jumpers

$1.00 each

(100% wool with the VCAUA/VCAUSA logo embroidered on the left breast)

Chambray Shirts

$1.00 each

(100% cotton casual chambray shirts, long sleeved with the VCAUSA logo embroidered on pocket)

“Well Aged” Vintage Port

$5/bottle
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