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FROM THE EDITOR
It’s that time of the year, March, where we are in perhaps the most ideal month
of the year, weather-wise, for cricket but when, unfortunately, more than half the
participants in our great game will not be “on the park.” Such is the nature of
“finals cricket!” So, all the best to those umpires and scorers whose season is
about to be extended by three weekends. For the remainder, may you enjoy a
pleasant Easter break.
In this final issue for season 2017-18, I am pleased to bring you some
interesting articles which have been sent to me in recent weeks. Firstly, we
have a short “bio” from another new Panel member, Lisa McCabe. Russell
Hubbard journeyed to Christchurch as part of the annual umpire exchange with the Canterbury
and Districts Association and has sent me his diary for the week, which I have added to, with a
selection from the 74 pictures on his Google Photo Album. Damian Herft who, as many of you
would know, commenced as a CA Match Referee this season has been promising me to pen his
thoughts on that transition for some time. So I am pleased to bring you his article in this issue.
In addition, following the article by Mattis van Eck in the February Issue, as a result of his part in
the annual exchange with the South Australian Association, I must thank Bruce Stribley for his
comments on the reverse exchange for which Bruce spent the weekend of 10/11 February here in
Melbourne. It is regrettable that our Association did not have some notice of Bruce’s visit so that
we might have made him more welcome during his short time in Melbourne.
Again, it was the turn of Vice-President, Tony Ventura, to provide the regular “President/VicePresident” column and I commend his thoughts in this final issue of “Dad’s paper” for the season.
I must also thank Jason Leonard-Scott for his regular column, although I am sure he has been
somewhat pre-occupied with umpire appointments for the finals series. Macca’s Book Review
column is continued with Alan McCarthy’s comments on Allan Border’s book “Cricket As I See It,”
and many thanks to Alan for keeping this column going throughout the season.
I have also selected a few items from recent issues of Playing the Game, which, hopefully, will add
to your store of “cricket gossip.” But certainly the item entitled “Ban the Bumper? Cricket’s Heady
Question Needs an Answer” has become more than “gossip”, given the recent accident mentioned
in this article. Following the recent CA requirement for helmets to be worn by both close-in fielders
and keepers standing up to the stumps, will we see yet more changes to our game for next
season, under what one might term, “Occupational Health and Safety”? It was most interesting
during this season’s Victorian Country Week Carnival, that, despite the changes in relation to the
wearing of helmets by CA for this season, there were some Country Associations who have clearly
not enforced this change.
My thanks to all who have contributed to Law 43 during this season. I trust you have found all
issues of interest and, on the assumption I am not challenged for the position of “Law 43 Editor” at
the 2018 Annual General Meeting, I shall look forward to continuing to edit your various
contributions during the 2018-19 season. In particular, I should like to invite those readers who
are planning an interesting “off-season” holiday, to send me you “Holiday Tales” which, as was the
case this season, I should like to print in the early issues next season.
Trevor Finlayson
-----------------------------------------------------

Volume 24 Number 6 2017-2018

Page 4

… AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT – “DAD’S PAPER”
As our season is quickly coming to the end, the business end of the 2017/18
season is upon us. On behalf of the VCAUSA committee, I should like to
congratulate those umpires and scorers officiating in finals matches. You have
had a good season, so enjoy the experience and “see them well”.
As I’m putting pen to paper, the VCAUSA committee had finally settled on a
date and venue for our social cricket match against the Mount Waverley Vets.
Hopefully we had a win and most of all an enjoyable day.
On Saturday, 31st March, 2018, the 1st XI Grand Final Tent will be again
erected for the umpires and scorers to enjoy. Come along and catch up with all your colleagues
over a sausage or two, while watching the cricket.
Then finish off the season on a good note. Come along to the Annual Presentation Night Dinner
on Friday, 27th April, 2018. This occasion will be a sit-down, buffet-style dinner. We have been
told on good authority that all the awards will be based upon the VCAUSA criteria. So come along
and congratulate all the award winners and who knows it might be you? If not, you can enjoy a
good night with other colleagues and their partners.
The VCAUSA committee is very appreciative to Richard Patterson and Jason Leonard-Scott for
the support provided to our members through-out the 2017/18 season. Also we should like to
thank all those members who supported the VCAUSA during this season either by becoming a
financial member and/or attending functions and events. We need you, in order to be a viable
association.
Once the season is done and dusted, make sure you relax in the off-season, gain those “brownie
points” from your partners, recharge the battery and prepare for next season whatever it may bring
on. We hope to see you next season.
Tony Ventura
------------------------------------------------------

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SECOND XI BATSMAN REPRIMANDED FOR DISSENT
South Australian second XI batsman, Daniel Drew, has been reprimanded for “showing dissent at
an umpire’s decision”, a Level One offence, when he was dismissed leg before during is side’s first
innings in the Futures League fixture against New South Wales Metro in Adelaide two weeks ago.
Match Referee, John Biddiss, considered the report from umpires David Shepard and Craig
Thomas and proposed the reprimand sanction should Drew, 21, accept the umpire’s version of
events. He did so and accepted the sanction therefore no hearing was required.
(from Playing the Game, No. 2364-11981, 5th March, 2018)
-------------------------------------------------------

RECENT SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES
150 games
150 games
50 games
50 games

Matt Cervetto
Jamie Wyatt
Mick Nolan
Jason Veale
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRE & COACH EDUCATION
MANAGER
Just like that, finals are upon us. In a season that has seemed to fly by, we
have reached the time where sheep stations are up for grabs and the
expectations raise to another level.
It also marks the most difficult time for an Umpire Manager, in that some very
tough decisions need to be made about finals panels. It doesn’t stop there
either… individual game appointments for the quarter finals, then the panel
halves. Semi-final appointments made and completed and the panel halves
again!
It would be an understatement to suggest that my stress levels are very
elevated in the lead-up to this… much as I wish I could, I simply cannot fit 101 umpires into 44
spots. Knowing that I’m going to upset nearly 2/3 of the Premier Panel in an instant is not easy.
Having been on both the successful and unsuccessful sides of waiting for “the email”, I completely
understand how everyone is feeling right now. To be honest, I’d be disappointed if people weren’t
upset… it shows what you do means something to you, as it does to me! The upside to this is that
my job has been made so very difficult because of the high standard that everyone consistently
produces.
Next season will be one of increasing opportunity across all panels. Standards will continue to
improve and I have plans ready to implement in the leadup to 2018/19.
Cricket Australia look for these attributes in their umpires, so this will become our focus as well:
Composure – being able to handle the big moments
Character – being able to be trusted on and off the field. Being accountable for
performance. Professional.
• Credibility of consistent high performance under all conditions over time
• Leadership by example – setting high standards for themselves and the group
• Presence - unobtrusive but visible when required
• Courage and commitment – making the tough decision when required (good umpires
know what to do, great umpires execute the knowledge and do what is necessary)
Diary Notes:
Winter classes will be held at the CitiPower Centre (Junction Oval) over 6 consecutive TUESDAY
nights, commencing 22 May 2018. Everyone is encouraged to attend. The exam is optional for
current panel members. It would be great to get as many current panel members at the winter
classes as possible.
SinS dates will be announced closer to the event.
Thanks everyone for your efforts in season 2017/18. I sincerely value your individual and collective
contributions to the TEAM.
Let’s get down to some games and support our teammates who are representing all of us in the
finals series.
See them well.
Jason Leonard-Scott
•
•
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MEET ANOTHER NEW PANEL MEMBER
Lisa McCabe: Hey guys, I’m your new female panel
member. There’s not much to know about me. I am one
of those rare women who love both AFL and cricket, and
please don’t hold it against me, but my main love is for my
Essendon Bombers.
My real passion is cricket. I’ve loved the game since I
was a young lady. I used to play with my brother when I
was young in the country, but as soon as I started my
career as a Chef my days of playing on the weekends
came to a halt - probably a good thing because I wasn’t
the best player anyway. My grandmother and I used to watch the Test Matches on the TV and try
to work out which brand of chewing gum Mark Taylor used to chew on!
I’ve been umpiring in Bendigo for the past two seasons, and only this season I started umpiring
the women’s games and just started 4th XI games in Premier.
I’m a pure country girl (and yes, I am a current member of the CWA!) but also enjoy the city when I
am there. I still live in Bendigo and have a great job at a little café here that allows me to
concentrate on umpiring on the weekends. Very rare indeed!
This is pretty much all you need to know about me, I have a big smile and a great sense of
humour. As I said, I’m your typical country girl.
----------------------------------------------------

FAMOUS RUN-INS BETWEEN PLAYERS AND UMPIRES
Rohan Kanhai and Arthur Fagg, Edgebaston, 1973
When English Umpire, Arthur Fagg, rejected an appeal against Geoff Boycott for a catch behind
off Keith Boyce, West Indian captain, Rohan Kanhai, reacted angrily, all the more so as Boycott
went on to share a first-wicket stand of 96 with Dennis Amiss. Fagg was so incensed by the
player’s ungentlemanly response that he announced he was going home in the middle of the Test.
True to his word, Fagg refused to take his position on the third morning and was temporarily
replaced by Warwickshire coach, Alan Oakman. However, Fagg soon relented and went on to
resume his duties.
Dennis Lillee with John King and Col Timmins, Brisbane, 1984
Less than four weeks after making his final appearance for Australia, Dennis Lillee was captaining
Western Australia in a Sheffield Shield match against Queensland when he became involved in a
row with umpires John King and Col Timmins over a drinks break. Although the umpires had
decreed that drinks should not be taken because the morning session had been shortened by rain,
Lillee appeared to overrule them by ordering drinks to be brought on to the field. The umpires
reported Lillee for acting in a ‘provocative and disapproving manner’, and he was suspended from
all cricket for a month despite pleading that he had simply misinterpreted the rules.
(from No Balls and Googlies – A Cricket Companion, Geoff Tibballs (Callistemon Books, 2006)
ISBN 978 1 920743 75 8, p 155)
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REFLECTIONS ON THE BOXING DAY ASHES TEST

(L→R): Gerry Schembri, Tony Ventura and
Mick Aworth, taking a break from the
cricket, during the Boxing Day Test.
(Picture courtesy of Gerry Schembri.)

The most recent Boxing Day Test was an important
occasion from several points of view. Not only was it an
Ashes Test, (the 329th Ashes Test to be precise), but as
can be judged from the accompanying photograph, it was
an opportunity for some VCAUSA Umpires to welcome to
Melbourne our SACUSA colleague, Mick Aworth and his
son, Jack, (At least one reader will remember being
dismissed by Jack in the 2017 Crockett Shield Match at
Henley Oval in Adelaide – or perhaps he would wish to
forget that introduction to young Jack as a cricketer!) As
you can judge from the photograph, the members
concerned made Mick and Jack most welcome at the
MCG, although, for obvious reasons, Jack could not be
included in this particular photograph!

Also of importance for this particular Boxing Day Test,
was the immediate change to the cricket records which have been displayed for many years now,
above the Percy Beames Bar. These records display the best bowling and batting by both
Australian and Overseas Test players participating in Test Matches played at the MCG. Until
Day 3 of this most recent Boxing Day Ashes Test, the best individual batting record, to compare
with the 307 by Bob Cowper during the 5th Test of the
Ashes series in season 1965/66, was the score of 208 by
West Indian, Viv Richards, in the 4th Test (Australia vs
West Indies) in December, 1984. But during Day 4 of this
most recent Boxing Day Test, the name Richards and his
208 were quickly replaced by “Cook 244”, as shown in the
accompanying image - (244 Not Out, in fact, and “carried
his bat”, when Jimmy Anderson was dismissed first ball
on the morning of Day 4).
For those readers who take an interest in cricket statistics
to aid your success at games of Trivia, you might also like
to note the individual bowling records for Australian and
Overseas Test players at the MCG. Arthur Mailey’s 9-121
(from 47 overs, 8 mdns) was recorded in the 4th Ashes Test of the 1920-21 series, on 11th
February, 1921, a Test Match which Australia won by eight wickets. The best individual bowling
figures for an Overseas player are those of Sarfraz Nawaz during the 1st Test, Pakistan vs
Australia, in March, 1979 (35.4 overs, 7 mdns, 9-86), in a Test Match which Pakistan won by 71
runs.
Ed.
------------------------------------------------------
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DIARY FROM THE 2018 CRICKET VICTORIA – CHRISTCHURCH
EXCHANGE
The preamble…
When I got a call from Jason in December asking if I had six months on my passport, I had to ask
him what on earth he was talking about? He then explained that I had been selected for the
Christchurch exchange from Friday, 20th to Saturday, 28th January. What a privilege and
opportunity, I thought.
The Christchurch exchange has been running for about 25 years and I understand that Dan
Bomford was the first to participate. Since then, a number of umpires who are still on our panel
have been part of the exchange, in the late 90s and early 00s, Ash Barrow, John Ward, Mark
Hanton, Rod McKinnon and Gerard Abood, have all travelled to Christchurch in different years.
Thursday 18th
After chasing up my itinerary a few times I received it together with one photocopied page of
playing conditions to cover the whole week.
Friday 19th
The flight from Melbourne to Christchurch was uneventful, and Tony from the Canterbury Regional
Cricket Umpires’ and Scorers’ Association collected me from the airport. Tony was also ferrying
around U19 World Cup umpires for a couple of weeks while that competition was occurring. He
was generous enough to give me one umpiring shirt and a black jacket for the week of cricket. The
shirt was an interesting shade of beige, and I was lucky enough with the weather never to require
the jacket.
Saturday 20th
At 12:30am on Saturday morning I was rudely
shaken awake by a Category 4 earthquake! The
whole building was shuddering, and it felt like I was
lying on a bowl of jelly! Although it lasted for just a
few seconds, it was still a surprising welcome to
Christchurch!
Everybody I met today said, (a) “Today is going to
be a scorcher (29°C)”, and (b) “Did you get your
welcome to Christchurch wake-up call at 12:30am?”
I was appointed to two Premier 1st X1 T20s at
Burnside Park, where there are four overlapping
Russell in Christchurch
ovals with simultaneous games played on each. The
boundaries of two adjacent ovals were six metres within our own fielding restriction circle, resulting
in the wicket keeper standing well within the boundary of another oval, and fielders from other
matches standing inside our fielding restriction circle facing the wrong way! How you are supposed
to keep count of how many fielders are inside the circle when you have players from other games
standing in there, all mostly wearing dark blue, is a mystery!
The games had a small number of Canterbury players participating, as they had been knocked out
of the SuperSmash National T20 competition. The Christchurch T20 competition is made up from
the eight premier teams plus four lower-grade teams. The games were scheduled such that there
was only 20 mins between matches, which felt a little rushed. As the first game I officiated in was
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running late, my colleague for the second match (David Brandon, ex-1st class umpire from NSW)
had to manage the toss without me. The games did not require team sheets, and there did not
appear to be any sight screens.
The first game was St Albans vs Sydenham - Sydenham won the toss and elected to bowl. Chris
Harris was at the game, although not playing for Sydenham due to injury. The result was St
Albans 126-8 and Sydenham 94-9. A highlight for me was an amazing one-handed horizontal
catch on the boundary, which rivalled Glenn McGrath’s and was certainly one of the best I have
ever seen. The batsman slunked off, just shaking his head.
The second game was Burnside vs Sumner from the lower grade. Burnside 179-5, Carl Huyser
(South African) top scored with 47. Sumner 104-10 in last over. Martinus Huyser (brother of
captain), who had not bowled all season, took a wicket with his first ball and four in total. Scott
Inglis, a legend of the Burnside club with 580 wickets to his name, played at 46 years of age. The
gap in quality of the premier team vs the lower grade Sumner was obvious.
Sunday 21st
St Bede’s (private college) vs Willows Select XI which included a couple of players from the T20s
on Saturday. The teams agreed that St Bede’s would bowl first. The pitch was flat and low and
Willows made 152. The format was red ball, white clothes and limited to 50 overs a side. Leg side
wides, no free hits, no fielding restrictions, no under-age bowler restrictions, and a very relaxed
atmosphere. There is an informal rule at The Willows that a batsman cannot be out LBW if he is
on 0! My umpiring partner for the day was Graeme Evans, who was fortunate enough to be living
in Zimbabwe during the late 90s and early 00s at a time when the ICC appointed home umpires.
Graeme stood in a number of ODI’s involving South Africa, England and India. Co-incidentally, at
that time I had also been working in Zimbabwe, and we established that I was a spectator at a
Zimbabwe vs. India ODI in Bulawayo that Graeme umpired! Small world…
The Willows is a privately-owned ground, established in
1994 by Mike Dormer to support the development of high
school and college first XI cricket. St Bede’s had high
quality bowlers with an off-spinner Matt Munro, who could
turn the ball at right angles, taking four wickets for 12 runs
off 10 overs. The St Bede’s batsman eased past the total
after 39 overs with 8 wickets down, although not before
we had experienced quite a bizarre ending to the game.
After the players had shaken hands and were in the
process of leaving the ground under the impression the
The Willows
game had been won, we were informed that the scores
were in fact tied…and so we all resumed. The St Bede’s top-scorer, Matthew Boyle, who was 89
not out, faced up to his cousin Curnow, needing only one run to win the game - and was caught
immediately, to the great delight of the Willows team! The incoming batsman pushed a quick
single, and the game was won. The Willows hosted an excellent lunch, tea and BBQ after the
game, with trophies and presentations. The St Bede’s boys looked very smart in their blazers and
ties, with most of the Willows players also in ties and suits.
Fun fact: did you know that Darrell Holt is a fully-paid-up member of the Willows Cricket Club?
Monday 22nd – Thursday 25th
Canterbury Cricket had organised a triangular tournament for their U17 squad, involving boys who
were either in the squad or close to being there. It was under two-day conditions with 100 overs
per day. Playing conditions were discussed and agreed with the coaches prior to the games (i.e.
intervals, underage bowling restrictions and waist-high full tosses). Whilst not fully-competitive, the
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games were played to a high standard, and it was clear the teams were full of potential senior
players. Many of the boys were already playing club cricket at a reasonable level - this would be
the NZ equivalent to the Victorian U17 side.
Over the course of the tournament there were some good performances, with one batsman
scoring 170 on one of the days. The coaches were always encouraging the players to consider the
match situation and giving tips on tactics.
The second game that finished on the Thursday went to the last over, with one team winning
outright having bowled out their opposition twice in one day. It had been a very different story two
hours before the close however – the game seemed to be meandering to a rather dull draw, and
the fielding team had almost given up on getting a result. It was all a great learning experience for
the boys on how the longer forms of the game can often turn if you stay focused, and keep trying
for wickets.
As it turned out, I was unable to umpire on all days. On Monday during the game I started to
experience some irritation in my right eye which I initially passed off as some stray sun cream. By
5:00 pm however, I was forced to retire and leave my colleague to do the last hour himself, as I
was unable to focus properly (literally a one-eyed umpire). After returning to the hotel, the pain
quickly escalated, and I ended up in hospital being treated for a cornea ulcer! This was definitely
not in the schedule, and it turned out that my umpiring appointment on Tuesday was replaced by
an unexpected side-trip to view the NZ hospital system first-hand. Needless to say, I was looked
after very well.
The silver lining was that I had the opportunity to take
an extra day to tour Christchurch, which is a beautiful
city still recovering from the 2011 earthquake in which
over 180 people died. I was told that 70% of the CDB
buildings were either destroyed, needed to be pulled
down or were still standing waiting to be pulled down.
The fantastic tour included punting on River Avon, a
guided tour of the botanical gardens, and a gondola
ride up to the crater of a volcano.
Typical 2011 Earthquake damage
Subsequently, Christchurch has seen the construction of many brand-new buildings, along with
new open spaces where buildings once stood. The tallest building in Christchurch had been the
29-storey PWC building, which had two floors of underground car park. Now there remains just a
few concrete stumps and a car park full of dirty water. The Cathedral in the centre of the city, once
a tourist drawcard and a majestic symbol of Christchurch, is still in ruins while debate rages about
who will fund repairs. There is, however, a huge amount of construction in progress in
Christchurch, with legislation now limiting buildings to no more than six stories. And of course,
everything has to be “earthquake proof”.
An observation I took away with me was that many residents of Christchurch refer to events and
situations either “before”, or “after” the 2011 earthquake. I can now better understand why.
Friday 26th
This was a day off, so I hired a car for the day and drove down to Akaroa, a small town about 90
minutes south of Christchurch. Akaroa has a French theme, and the streets French names (Rue
de whatever). Nobody could explain exactly why to me, but it was all very charming. I then drove
over the mountains to the “Eastern Bays”. It was a stunning drive on narrow windy roads, some of
which were unsealed with shear drops off the side, which made me regret my decision to hire my
tiny Hyundai rather than a 4WD! Not surprisingly, the scenery was stunning as I traversed from
one bay to another, each time having to drive up the mountainside to reach the next bay.
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Saturday 28th
Today it was back to Premier T20s, and this time at
Burwood Park which is the home of the East Christchurch
Shirley Cricket Club. There are three separate ovals (not
overlapping, thankfully!) in a very pleasant setting. The
club raised New Zealand international players Craig
McMillan and Nathan Astle. With the NZ T20 national
tournament, “The Super Smash”, having just ended, and
the one-day competition not yet resuming, there were
again a smattering of Canterbury players playing.
Game 1 was East Christchurch Shirley vs Merivale
The day off!
Papanui. ECCC won the toss and set a challenging total of
176-5 after their 20 overs, with MPCC (who are from the lower grade) only managing 64 all out
after 17 overs. D. Broom top scored for ECCC with 42 off 28 and B. Hanham took 4-11 off 4 overs.
Game 2 was East Christchurch Shirley vs. Riccarton. Both teams being undefeated in the T20
competition led to a very competitive game played at a high standard. Riccarton won the toss and
got off to a flyer, scoring 27 after two overs. As wickets fell however, they slowed to finish on 105
all out on the last ball of innings. N. Kwant scored 23 off 10 balls and M. Otley took 3-17 off 4.
Again, ECCC were too strong and chased down the total in 17 overs for the loss of only three
wickets. K. McClure was top score with 35 off 41 balls.
Sunday 28th
I returned to Melbourne on an early flight, pleased to be heading home again, and reflecting on a
great 10 days in Christchurch.
In Summary, and What’s Different
Everybody I met was very friendly and accommodating from the time I touched down in NZ until
my departure. I should like to personally thank all the umpires I met, who looked after me and
provided me with an amazing experience.
I could not have been luckier with weather – no rain all week!
The week was perfectly-timed - the T20s are a great way to see numerous teams, captains and
other umpires.
We are very fortunate in Victoria. Our premier competition draws from a metropolitan population of
four million, and we are blessed with resources. Canterbury Cricket draws from fewer than four
hundred thousand.
The Canterbury Umpires’ Association is a separate organisation to Canterbury Cricket, while we
are part of Cricket Victoria. The umpires receive $60NZ for a day, and there are about 25 umpires
covering all games.
The pitches are made from a very different soil type. Theirs become dusty whilst ours tend to
crack. For example, I witnessed plumes of dust being generated when a batsman took guard.
They are generally lower and slower than our hard and bouncy pitches.
In closing, if you ever receive a phone call from Jason asking how long you have left on your
passport, I should thoroughly recommend you accept the offer to participate in the exchange. It’s
a wonderful experience.
Russell Hubbard
------------------------------------------------------
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LIFE AFTER UMPIRING – MY TRANSITION TO MATCH REFEREE
As Season 2016/17 drew to a close and my last match on-field drew closer, my thoughts
occasionally drifted to how I’d be spending the following summer Saturdays. Yes, I had plans – the
original plan worked out with Richard (Patterson) was that I’d go around from ground to ground
with my trusty video camera, take some footage and then provide some observations back to
Richard. All of that was about to change though - as a result of one conversation I had with Phil
Gillespie on the way home from the VCAUSA Presentation Night at the Veneto Club Bulleen
during the off-season.
Whilst chatting about my Observer role, on the way home from the Presentation Night, Phil asked
me if I had ever thought about being a Cricket Australia Match Referee. He told me that last year’s
setup was about to change and CA was recruiting for what was to be called the Match Referee
Supplementary Panel. That stimulated my interest and after a few days, I rang Richard, who put
me in contact with Simon Taufel who was coordinating the recruitment of this new panel of Match
Referees. Soon afterwards, Simon came to Melbourne to watch me present one of the Winter
Classes in the City, I then had an interview with him, and on 19th July, I was offered the Match
Referee position. I signed the contract, had a Skype meeting to meet the other new Panel
Members and then waited eagerly for our
pre-season workshop in September in
Brisbane.
September soon came along and I
travelled to The National Cricket Centre in
Brisbane for a week-long Match Referee
(MR) pre-season workshop. At this stage, I
still thought that I’d mostly be doing the
Umpire Observer role for CV with a little bit
of MR role for CA. Attending my 1st day of
the MR workshop however, told me that I’ll The 2017/18 CA Match Referees at Allan Border Field in
September, 2017.
be spending more time as a MR and less
time as an Umpire Observer. The Referee
setup was as follows – two separate panels. The National Referee Panel was a group of six
learned people - they’d be refereeing Sheffield Shield and BBL matches. The rest of us were what
was known as the Supplementary Referee Panel – a group of nine people who’d be refereeing
everything else, including WNCL, Futures League, all Pathway Tournament and WBBL. I was on
the Supplementary Referee Panel. We had official profile and group photos taken – refer to the
photo here and you’ll see yours truly on the RH side, but you’ll also see two former CV Umpiring
Managers, Mr Stratford and Mr Parry, in the photo.
I soon learned that the Admin workload was huge – as part of our training, we had to download
and watch entire 3hr BBL games and complete a practice assessment on the Umpires, and I
realised that there was a whole lot more to this than I had originally thought. In the workshop, the
National Panel of Umpires joined us for the 2nd half, and together, we learned about Accreditation,
planning our communication, all the different CA Policies and Protocols, Playing Conditions, DLS,
Code of Conduct, Over Rate Calculators and Pavestones.
Our main Match Referee role is to oversee the delivery and effective conduct of a CA domestic
cricket match, and as such we work closely with the Umpires, Players and Team Officials to
encourage and uphold the Spirit of Cricket and ensure the overall conduct of the game.
Additionally, we’re also there to assess the Umpire’s performance and provide relevant feedback
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to help the Umpire make each game better than the one before. This role is as much about team
success as anything else, and from what I had seen and heard in the 1st few months, I knew that
I’d love this role, and that the Match Referee workshop in Brisbane was only the start of something
very special.
My debut as a CA Match Referee was a WNCL Game at Manuka Oval Canberra between ACT
Meteors and Vic Spirit on 6th October. There were two games, one on the Friday and another one
on the Sunday, and in-between, I took the opportunity to visit the Floriade exhibition in Canberra (it
was almost all about tulips, so the colour was fantastic,
and I love tulips).
The
CV
season had
also
begun
by now and
Richard had
moved on to
the
CA
Umpire
Education
All set up and ready to go for my CA Match
Role
and Referee debut.
Tulips at Floriade in Canberra.
Jason
Leonard-Scott replaced him. After a quick chat with JLS when I returned from Canberra, I did a
couple of Saturdays venturing out to Casey Fields, Shepley Oval and to Greaves Reserve
Dandenong to do some observations on Umpires. I even managed to do an assessment on JLS,
with Stephen Pitts out at Shepley Oval one day.
From there, back to Melbourne and a four-day Futures League Game between Victoria and
Tasmania at Casey fields. Our own Daryl Brigham umpired with Darren Close and they both did a
fantastic job in 30o heat for all four days. I had Brad Hodge as the Vic Coach at me all the time
about over-rates but that was a memorable match for me as it was my first four-day match as a
Match Referee. Then, on to Frankston for a couple more WNCL Games – this time a three-way
setup with Qld Fire, SA Scorpions and Tas Roar with Stephen Brne, Daryl Brigham and Dale
Ireland all umpiring.
Following those games, was my first tournament – the Male National U19 Pathway
Championships in Tasmania in the 1st half of December. By now, I had hardly done any CV
Observer days and I wasn’t going to get any more soon, as this was a two-week stint in Tasmania
with 10 Umpires and five Match Referees. I loved this tournament – although our first day was a
washout as Hobart experienced torrential rain. We spent three days in Hobart, then up to
Launceston for a few days, then back to Hobart for Finals.
Stephen Brne and Daryl Brigham were the Vic Umpires in
this group, and we also had umpires from NSW, Tas, Qld,
WA and a Referee from NSW, one from SA, two from Tas
plus myself. The cricket was amazing; there were some
players whom I think we’d definitely be seeing more of in the
future, notably, Jason Sangha and Ryan Hackney from
NSW and Lloyd Pope, a leggie from SA. Our rest-days were
spent catching up on my writing of Umpire Assessments or
travelling to and from Hobart/Launceston, but on one of the
rest days in Launceston, I took a walk to Cataract Gorge just
Cataract Gorge near Launceston
out of Launceston to absorb some fresh air and scenery.
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Finishing off the U19s in Hobart, I then made my WBBL Debut at Blundstone Arena, in a game
between Hobart Hurricanes and Sydney Sixers. Everything steps up a notch in WBBL, there’s
more security, there are TV cameras, commentators and production crew (either Channel 10 or
cricket.com). The toss is televised and I need to supervise, and all games are either telecast or
live-streamed and there are more spectators - the Blundstone game had ~1000 spectators. Then
it’s a very late Sunday night flight back to Melbourne, back to real work on Monday morning and
then more WBBL Games the following weekend. It was Renegades vs Brisbane Heat at
Camberwell with Daryl Brigham and Dale Ireland, then Stars vs Adelaide Strikers at Casey with
Stephen Brne and Dale Ireland and then all of a sudden it’s Christmas and half the season is over.
I then get an opportunity to shadow the ICC Match Referee/3rd Umpire at the Boxing Day Test and
because it rained a lot on the day I went, I got to spend a lot of time with Ranjan Madugalle (Match
Referee), the two on-field umpires, S.K. Ravi and Kumar Dharmasena and 3rd Umpire Joel Wilson.
Then early in January, I had another highlight of the season with a trip to Traeger Park, Alice
Springs, for a Perth Scorchers vs Adelaide Strikers double-header day/night game. Four days in
Alice Springs and then it’s another flight back to Melbourne. By now the airports come and go, and
the WBBL games are flying thick and fast – a few more WBBL games at Casey and Camberwell,
with Stephen Brne, Dale Ireland, Daryl Brigham and ACT Umpire, Andrew Crozier.
Before I knew it, it’s the end of January, WBBL has come and gone in a blur and then it’s off to
another tournament, this time the U15 Boys’ National Championships in Maroochydore and
Brisbane. (See Front Cover picture.) Again, 10 umpires and five Referees, with Mattis van Eck
(back row, fifth from left and unfortunately, partly obscured) representing Victorian Umpires, with
three referees coming from NSW (Simon Taufel (on the left) Terry Prue and Tim Donahoo (on the
right)) and two from Victoria (David Tallala (third from left) and myself (second from left)). I loved
the tournaments, partly because it gives me a chance to catch-up with the other referees but
mostly because it gives us the chance to see a large number of umpires, whom we otherwise
wouldn’t have seen. By the end of February, my CA Season is over and we’re already planning for
an end-of-season review in April.
So what have I learned?
I’ve learned that the Match Referee role has a lot more to it that I originally thought and more than
most people know. I’ve heard people say that we ‘just watch the game’. It’s far more than that
though – we’re looking ahead of the game, trying to anticipate what may happen for any
stakeholder and at the same time, we’re trying to watch every ball as we need to provide feedback
to the umpire. Every game has cameras and is ‘coded’ (meaning that every ball is logged as to
where it was bowled/played). We get videos of the game afterwards and I watch all contentious
deliveries to make a full, fair and accurate assessment for the umpire. For me, after each game, I
have about three hours work to complete all the requirements, that becomes especially busy when
there are games one after another.
I’ve also learned that our umpiring group in CA is pretty healthy across the board. We have a good
pathway programme and it delivers the best umpires to the top.
I’ve learned that I can use what I do as a Match Referee to observe and help improve CV
Umpires. I know that not everyone in the CV Umpiring ranks wants feedback or assessments.
However, for those who do want feedback, I’m happy to assist – after all, I work for the betterment
of Cricket overall, and my role is to try to make your next game better than your last one.
Lastly, I know now that my transition from on-field to off-field is definitely complete. I was never
sure how I’d cope without having cricket on Saturdays. As it turns out, there’s now even more
cricket on Saturdays, and some on Sundays and Wednesdays and Fridays too. I love it.
Damian Herft
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SACUSA UMPIRE VISITS MELBOURNE
It is a privilege to represent SACUSA in the interchange of umpires between South Australia and
Victoria, an initiative of SACUSA/VCAUSA and sponsored by SACA/VCA. The weekend of 6-7
January, 2018 scheduled Victoria’s Mattis van Eck at Glenelg Oval in the clash with Adelaide
University and Mattis’ report may be viewed in VCAUSA’s February edition of “Law 43”.
And now it is my obligation to report on
the reciprocal visit to Victoria, the
weekend of 10-11 February, 2018. My
appointment to the Essendon vs
Geelong match
at Windy Hill
(Essendon) was received with a great
deal of excitement and enhanced when
on-field colleague for the weekend,
Rod McKinnon, made contact and
advised that there was no need to pack
an umpiring shirt or hat as these would
be compliments of the VCA (thanks).
Friday evening had me settled into the
Punthill Apartments, Essendon, a brief
excursion through the suburb and a The author in action - although not at Windy Hill but at Glenelg
pub meal.
Oval, 6th January, 2018.
(Photograph courtesy of Lynton
Donisthorpe
(SACUSA).)
Saturday morning’s customary preemptive check of gear was dutifully
complete and Rod precise with his pick-up and sincere greeting. We arrived at the ground early to
an immaculate outfield and curator giving the pitch its final roll. The pitch had a good covering of
grass and gave the expectation of extending beyond the two days scheduled for this round of
cricket. Essendon Cricket Club is established in the Cookson Stand and the visiting team and
umpires make use of the football club’s facilities in the Reynolds Stand. Wow, great historical
exposure of the Essendon Football Club for one of its interstate members.
The morning was further enhanced with the greeting of Tim Ludeman, Geelong’s captain.
Essendon won the toss and duly sent Geelong into bat. The early batsmen had some difficulty
with the accurate bowling of Clint McKay and Matthew Doric, battling light, continuous rain and a
steady fall of wickets. When Tim Ludeman was at the crease and playing with his typical flair, a
commentary opportunist in Michael Hill shouted from his fielding position at mid-wicket, “Can
someone tell him that the Big Bash has finished?” This was an example of the level of ‘sledging’
experienced during the whole match. Opener Mitchell Reid was stoic with 72, Brenton McDonald
mature with 54 and young Brody Crouch an astute innings of 44 not out when Geelong were
dismissed early on day two for 293.
The Essendon batsmen appeared confident in the run chase despite the loss of an early wicket.
Opener James Seymour hit a run a ball 52, and almost sconed the visiting umpire with one of his
well-timed straight drives, Isaac Willet a patient 57 and a class knock of 71 from Michael Hill that
took a bit of cricketing magic in his dismissal. Geelong Captain Tim placed his slip fieldsman to
short mid-wicket allowing a fair gap between keeper and gully to the short, grandstand boundary.
The offer was immediately accepted and the ball, timed well off the bat, towards the gap only for
the agile keeper to snaffle. What a catch, I had seen that skill previously during his stint in South
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Australia! At 4/210 the match evenly poised, leg-spinner Brenton McDonald (another known to
South Australians) was changed to the southern end to bowl with the wind. The first ball spun,
took the edge and was well taken at slip. Brenton proceeded to take four of the remaining wickets
to finish with 4/54 in a man-of-the-match performance. Essendon dismissed for 249.
Post-match reflection in the Windy Hill Football Club Medical Room with Rod over a cold beer.
The weekend was most enjoyable. I can honestly state that the wind blew from every direction at
some point of day one but was more respectful on day two. The players’ willingness to play
through conditions that were not ideal, was refreshing. The players’ respect for each other, the
players’ respect for the officials, the players’ and officials’ respect for the sport of cricket and the
hospitality of the Essendon Cricket Club. Lunch is provided by the home club for the visiting team
and umpires, and chicken and salad were very much appreciated.
I wish to thank SACA and VCA for their sponsorship and SACUSA and VCAUSA for their
encouragement. This weekend is welcomed by the umpires of each association and may the
support be enduring and appreciated by the umpires whom it supports.
Bruce Stribley
------------------------------------------------------

BAN THE BUMPER? CRICKET’S HEADY QUESTION NEEDS AN ANSWER
Australian Rules Football (AFL) had to ban the head-high bump and cricket is groggily stumbling
toward a bumper moment. Football resisted change until punch drunk former players wandered
dazedly forward, admitting they were so brain rattled they forget their kids names. Or if they had
kids. And in fact who did they play for again?
So football changed its rules, but not the essence of the game. The head-high bump was banned
and, no matter what might be said, the game is better for it. Cricket has not yet come so far, but it
is inching towards such a point. The question is whether cricket can do as football did and change
rules without also changing the essence of the game. Can they do something about the bumper
the way something was done about the bump?
The moment on Sunday when New South Wales’ bowler, Sean Abbott, struck Victorian, Will
Pucovski, in the head with a bumper and knocked him to the ground and out of the game, was
awful on every level. Why did it have to be poor bloody Abbott again? And why did it have to be
even poorer bloody Pucovski again?
Sunday's incident was a batsman doing as a batsman does and a bowler doing as a bowler does.
Pucovski was at fault but without blame in missing the ball. Abbott was neither at fault nor
to blame. He bowled a short ball and it hit someone, which is what happens sometimes in cricket.
Pucovski is a more than competent batsman, as was Hughes. They were well-credentialled to deal
with fast, short bowling, and yet couldn’t.
Last Ashes series, England bowler Jimmy Anderson, a man competent in batting the way that
David Warner is competent at quantum physics, was targeted with short-pitched bowling. The way
he handled it was much the same way any of us hopelessly outclassed fools would handle it – with
sheer terror. And he got out. Pucovski reckoned on Monday that his hit was just cricket. The
bowling at Anderson was not.
This is the nub of the point: what is just part of playing the game? Are we content there is just an
unavoidable, inherent danger in the sport and wear it as a risk like downhill skiing and boxing?
Bowlers need to be able to bowl a short ball to militate against a batsman assuming every ball to
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be full. The short ball is there to push the batsman into their crease through the knowledge that
to come forward carries with it a very real risk you will get hit and hurt. It works on fear.
The Curtain review after Hughes’ death focused primarily on how better to arm players. Helmet
standards improved for batsmen and were made mandatory for all close-in fieldsmen. Even
wicketkeepers standing at the stumps have to wear them now. Concussion substitutes were
brought in too, as a means of dealing with head hits, and indeed Pucovski was substituted out of
the match on Sunday.
These changes were about dealing with the inevitable consequence of someone being hit, not the
idea of inevitability. It was predicated on an idea that short balls were fundamental to the game.
Like the bump. Does cricket borrow from football and rule that bowlers are free to bowl short, like
footballers are free to bump, but if you hit someone in the head you get banned? Or sin-binned?
I'm not sure, but the conversation has to be had.
(from Playing the Game, No. 2364-11979, 6th March, 2018)
-------------------------------------------------------

PLAYERS’ UNION ENDORSES ICC MOVE TO RELEGATE T20 LEAGUES
The Federation of International Cricketers’ Association (FICA), the collective union for cricketers
worldwide, has welcomed a global push to introduce greater regulation for domestic Twenty20
leagues and warned inaction will only further weaken the sport. At an International Cricket Council
meeting in Kolkata next month, chief executives from the national boards will explore a possible
framework to ensure domestic T20 and international cricket can coexist and thrive.
Free agency, where players eschew national or domestic contracts to enter the year-round circuit
of T20 leagues, has dogged the West Indies for a decade. Now bigger nations such as
England, where Adil Rashid and Alex Hales have recently become white-ball specialists, are
becoming nervous.
“We have been predicting for years it will affect the bigger countries,” said FICA chief executive
Tony Irish. “It’s good there is an awakening of interest in this globally. What cricket needs is overall
structural change and global regulation. If you just let it go with no regulation, everything will move
to the leagues and the traditional landscape will get weaker and weaker. The majority of boards
and players earn money from traditional markets and so we want to keep it strong.”
Irish warned though that suggestions that include mandatory compensation for the use of players
by leagues and limits on how many tournaments cricketers under the age of 32 can feature in
per year, would invite legal challenges if simply applied to the current year-round T20 circuit. He
instead advocates the introduction of dedicated windows to the calendar – another idea on the
agenda – to free up time for internationals and prevent players having to decide between the two.
With such windows, T20 competitions would take place concurrently, but Irish said: “You have to
go to the concept, so leagues compete against leagues rather than internationals. That’s how you
will get the right balance. We survey our members to get insight and generally they want a
balance – to play internationals, traditional cricket and T20 where possible. Some players will want
more in one direction than the other but collectively we want a balance.”
(from Playing the Game, No. 2367-11992, 7th March, 2018)
-------------------------------------------------------
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW
Cricket As I See It – Allan Border (Allen and Unwin, Crows Nest, N.S.W., 2014) ISBN 978 1
76011 180 9
Allan Border retired from Test Cricket in 1994 and moved on to be a National Selector and an
Australian Cricket Board member. In 2002 he and his wife, Jane, walked from Sydney to Brisbane
to raise money for children’s cancer and juvenile diabetes. He asked Merv Hughes to join them.
He had warned Merv to do some training and get some decent shoes and socks. Hughes
responded, “Mate, it’s walking… how hard can it be?” Hughes turned up in an old pair of Puma
cricket shoes and a pair of socks first worn 20 years before. By Day 2 he couldn’t walk. Merv
gave Border the shoes and asked him to sign them. Merv intended to hang them next to his
phone and the next time someone rang him to go walking he would be reminded to tell them to
“get stuffed!”
Border analyses the way Australia plays cricket and considers that trying to win from ball one
makes Australia different from other countries who try not to lose and then try to win. Australia
play better when they play aggressively, unfortunately sometimes they cross the line. The line
was not just crossed but invaded in 1981 when Trevor Chappell followed his brother Greg’s
instructions and bowled underarm at Brian McKechnie who needed a 6 to tie the match. Border,
fielding in the deep recalls Rod Marsh shaking his head and thought to himself the odds of the
Kiwis tying was astronomical and the decision to bowl underarm, though legal, was “a bit bizarre,
to say the least.” Greg Chappell had previously discussed with the team Wayne Daniel hitting a 6
off the second last ball of a WSC match to win. The strategy developed was to bowl an underarm
ball. Late that night, Doug Walters claimed he could hit an underarm ball for 6. “Run down the
wicket, flick it up with your foot and belt it over the fence (if you don’t get given out LBW).” Soon
after, Australia toured New Zealand and in the First ODI at Eden Park 42,000 people turned up in
lawn bowl uniforms and threw lawn bowl jacks on to the field. Greg Chappell showed his mental
strength to score a ton and Australia lost – a good idea in the overall scheme of things thought
Border!
On the 1993 Ashes tour of England, Border held Shane Warne back in the early matches so that
he didn’t give too much away. Warne was ropeable and was smacked for 1/122 while Graeme
Hick made 187 after Warne was told to “just roll them out.” In the First Test at Old Trafford
England had dismissed Australia for 289 with off-spinner Peter Such taking 6 wickets. Warne’s
first ball pitched outside leg stump, Mike Gatting tried to block it with his body and bat and lost the
top of off stump. Border and Gatting are friends and as “the Gatt” is reminded of the “ball of the
Century” often, along with the reverse sweep in the 1987 World Final in Kolkata, he responds, “I
played two bad shots in my life and I never hear the end of it!”
Border took over the Australian team after the resignation of Kim Hughes. His early captaincy was
marked by the attitude, “Why am I here?” After he became more comfortable he created a team
environment of having more fun and enjoying each other’s company. A trait followed by Darren
Lehmann and Michael Clarke later.
Alan McCarthy
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VCAUSA CALENDAR
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2018, as far as is known at this stage is as follows:
Date
Tuesday, 13 March, 2018

Activity
CV Training & Development
Night, 7:00 pm
Saturday, 31 March, 2018 Grand Final Tent, Junction
Oval
Friday, 27 April, 2018, VCAUSA Annual Dinner
7:00 for 7:30 pm start
and Presentation Night
Sunday, 10 June, 2018
VCAUSA/SACUSA
Joint
Planning Meeting

Notes
Junction Oval (for
Umpires only)
11:00 am – 4:00 pm

Finals

Venuto Club, Bulleen
Penola, S.A.
Planning for
Crockett Shield, Easter, 2019

VCAUSA ITEMS OF INTEREST
VCAUSA Jackets as shown in the picture, were introduced last year
for the first time. They proved to be quite popular so that a further order
has been placed with the manufacturer for a number of the jackets in a
range of appropriate sizes. It has been possible to maintain the 2016
price of $55.00. If you are interested in purchasing a jacket or any of the
other items listed below, please contact Glenn Cumming.
(glenn.cumming@gmail.com.)
Embroidered, new style, polo shirts $35
Association Ties
$25
Association Caps
$15
VCAUSA Socks
$1.00 per pair.
Cream Jumpers
$1.00 each
Chambray Shirts
$1.00 each
“Well Aged” Vintage Port $5/bottle
------------------------------------------------------------

FINAL LAW 43 “WORDS OF WISDOM” FOR SEASON 2017-18
Politics are almost as exciting as war, and quite as dangerous. In war you can only be killed once,
but in politics, many times.
Short words are best and the old words when short are best of all.
Men occasionally stumble over the truth, but most of them pick themselves up and hurry off as if
nothing had happened.
Writing a book is an adventure. To begin with, it is a toy and an amusement. Then it becomes a
mistress, then it becomes a master, then it becomes a tyrant. The last phase is that just as you
are about to be reconciled to your servitude, you kill the monster, and fling him to the public.
(from The Quotable Winston Churchill – A Collection of Wit and Wisdom, (Running Press, 2013)
ISBN 978-0-7624-4983-5, pp 128, 134, 141 & 142)
---------------------------------------------------------------
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