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FROM THE EDITOR
It’s Christmas again and another season is almost half over, despite the number
of matches yet to be attended by umpires and scorers alike. In this issue, which
one might call “The Christmas Issue”, there is much of interest. Vice-President,
Tony Ventura continues to bring readers his share of the “Presidential Column”
with his second “Dad’s Paper” for the season.
While readers were introduced to our new Umpiring Manager, Jason LeonardScott, in the November Issue, I am pleased to bring you Jason’s first column in
his new role, which will now be entitled “From the Desk of the Umpire & Coach
Education Manager,” reflecting his slightly different job description compared to
that of his predecessor.
David Shepard has sent us an article on his First-Class debut in Adelaide during November, which
I trust you find informative. Also, I have been able to publish another holiday tale, which I trust you
find of interest. This one is from John and Fiona Ward, following their holiday in Canada earlier this
year. I should add that I’d be pleased to publish holiday tales from other readers, if you would care
to submit them.
As usual, Alan McCarthy has given you another review of a book he has read recently, this one
being from the “pen” (or should that be “keyboard”?) of well-known author and Yarra’s Cricketer,
Gideon Haigh. Again, I emphasise that I find it hard to believe that Alan is the only person out there
who reads books which might be worth reviewing! I should welcome reviews from any reader, to
publish in this regular column.
I recommend two questions which have been submitted as a result of issues raised in recent Premier
matches. For one of these I thank Tony Ventura. The second arose from a match in which I
officiated, myself, but I must admit that it is not the first time in my umpiring career, that I have had
to have a similar discussion of the winning score with match officials, including coaches, captains,
as well as scorers.
I have also reproduced various items from recent copies of Playing the Game, which I trust you find
of some interest. By way of my editorial Christmas Greetings to readers and their families, I have
included the page entitled “Snippets for the Amusement of Readers for Christmas.”
Finally, may I draw your attention to the back-page, VCAUSA Calendar and, in particular, two new
dates for your diaries, Friday, 9th February, 2018 and Wednesday, 28th February, 2018. The former
is the date for the annual Melbourne University CC Business Breakfast which a number of us have
attended in recent years and which has proven to be most enjoyable and entertaining. The latter is
the date set for a Sri Lankan Restaurant Night for which there will be a subsequent email from our
Social Organiser. Both of these functions will be subsidised for financial members of the Association
so if you are not yet a financial member, may I urge you to join.
Trevor Finlayson
-----------------------------------------------------
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… AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT – “DAD’S PAPER”
The social match which was scheduled for 3rd December, 2017, against the
Australian Cricket Society, unfortunately, had to be abandoned due to wet
weather, as was the first day of the first round of the two-day fixtures of Premier
Cricket. I should like to thank all the players who made themselves available to
play. We are currently looking at re-scheduling the game, if possible, for late
January or early February, 2018 - this is to be confirmed. I urge you all to keep
updated on all the VCAUSA upcoming activities by looking at the VCAUSA
calendar, which can be found on the back page of Law 43. Remember you
need to turn up to the activities if you want value for your VCAUSA subscription!
We have pretty much arrived at the half-way mark of the season and it’s time for a well earned
break. Traditionally we sit around and enjoy our festive season with the Melbourne and Sydney
Test matches. This year we have the extra interest as it’s an Ashes Series. The interest generated
by an Ashes Series just really confirms that our national sport is Cricket. Especially when the
Aussies are on top and that little urn is back in Aussie hands. Sure, some will argue that Aussie
Rules and Rugby League dominate, however their show pieces (Grand Finals) don’t stir up the
whole of Australia like Cricket does. Aussie Rules has no international competition (rule them out),
Rugby League at least has some international favour. However the Rugby League World Cup
recently was such a farce! They had to put some international teams together just to add to the
numbers. For example, the Italian team’s qualifying criterion was pick any of NRL players who had
surnames ending with a vowel. Then take Lebanon, their criterion was players who had been to
Lebanon for a holiday. Someone told me they made Brad Fittler their coach because his plane flew
over Lebanon on his last trip to Europe.
So really, the only sports that can rival Cricket in Australia are Swimming and Football (soccer).
They both have the two biggest worldwide events, the Olympics and the World Cup every four years.
When these are on, it’s pretty hard to rival them. I think it’s a subject for debate, what’s your opinion?
Finally, as this is our December issue I should like to wish everyone all the best for the upcoming
festive season on behalf of your VCAUSA committee.
Tony Ventura
------------------------------------------------------

A FAMOUS “RUN-IN” BETWEEN A CRICKETER AND AN UMPIRE
Phil Tufnell and Peter O’Connell, Melbourne, 1990 – When England’s Phil Tufnell innocently asked,
“How many left, ump?”, Australian umpire Peter O’Connell replied, “Count them yourself, you
Pommy bastard!” That Connell is said to have ‘looked Tufnell up and down with barely disguised
distaste’ before answering, merely served to confirm his status as a living legend Down Under.
(from No-Balls and Googlies – A cricket companion, Geoff Tibballs (Michael O’Mara Books, Ltd.,
2006) p 156)
-------------------------------------------------------
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRE & COACH EDUCATION
MANAGER
Many thanks to Alan for compiling a report for the previous edition of Law 43.
The deadline coincided with my first day in the job, so it was always going to
be impossible to produce something meaningful for the November issue.
So to now, one month on as I’m writing this, and what a hectic four weeks it’s
been! WNCL, WBBL, BBL, Sheffield Shield, Futures League and The Ashes
have all commenced and the ‘behind the scenes’ efforts of so many people
have to be seen to be believed.
Firstly, I’d like to thank Richard Patterson for the amazing work he put in to the
group over his tenure. The increase in standard of umpiring across the board
is clearly evident and is testament to the hours upon hours of planning,
preparation and presentation he gave to improving the Premier Cricket panel. Richard continues to
be of great personal support as I complete my transition into the new role which, as you may have
noticed from the above heading, now includes coach education as well.
As mentioned at the November T&D at Grand United CC, I have no plans to reinvent the wheel…
you will notice very little change in many areas of the way my role presents. I will be incorporating
more technology-based learning at the T&D meetings; we had a familiarisation activity at the last
meeting. Kahoot! will be my preferred app and I expect that everyone who has a ‘smart’ device will
have downloaded it (free download) from your relevant app store. I am hoping that all future T&Ds
will be held at our new facility at VCCC at the Junction Oval.
I also mentioned a few tenets in which I place great value: Teamwork, Preparation and Seeing the
Big Picture.
Teamwork- to me, this is paramount. We are one team, made up of a vast range of skills, talents,
abilities and experiences. We will share our strengths, acknowledge our weaknesses, take
responsibility for improving our own performances and heartily celebrate the successes of others.
I’m not going to cure your insomnia, with an array of clichés and motivational poster quotes, suffice
to say that teamwork will be the major focus of our group going forward.
Preparation- routine, routine, routine. This may sound boring, but it’s one of the things that sets the
elite umpires apart from those aspiring to reach that level. I don’t expect you to be a robot… routines
are personal… what works for you, but you need to have pre-match, during the match and postmatch routines established. There is comfort in predictability and your routine will get you through
challenging situations and times of self-doubt (think of Chris’ story at the T&D). They also project
the image of being ‘in control’ of your emotions and the game as a whole. Don’t be mistaken,
captains look closely at how you react to situations/decisions and a solid, repeatable routine will
help you to ‘sell’ your decision to them… even if they don’t necessarily agree with it!
Seeing the Big Picture- some people took issue with a few of my comments at the T&D about
being realistic… that “for the vast majority of us, it simply won’t happen.” I’m not in the business of
destroying dreams, but I’m also not in the business of giving false hope, so let’s re-state this as
‘where do I fit in?’ Let’s look at it this way:
 ICC Elite Panel- 12 umpires from the Test-playing nations
o 3 Australians (1 Victorian)
 CA National Panel-
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o 12 umpires (4 Victorians)
 CA Development Panelo 6 umpires (1 Victorian)
 CV State Panelo 3 umpires (All Victorians)
Quite simply, every time you walk on the ground for Cricket Victoria, you are umpiring in the highest
performing, deepest talent pool in world cricket. There is so much knowledge, skill and talent here
and it will be utilised as far as possible. Feed off and learn from it. Ask questions. You are responsible
for your progress as an umpire. Those who sit back will be passed by others.
I understand that everyone wants to reach the highest possible standard of umpiring they can. I will
support each and every one of you to pursue your goals, but let’s be realistic… to reach National
Panel level takes, on average, around 10 years of Premier Cricket umpiring experience. There are
nine Victorians umpiring at State and National level and beyond. It’s already very difficult to progress
from community umpiring to Premier First XI. There are 32 umpires who have stood in Premier First
XI this season and they are already amongst the best 2% of umpires in the country. It is
astronomically harder to progress from Premier First XI to ‘higher duties’. The best of the best from
each state and territory all want the same thing. CA made only two changes to the National Panel
for season 2017/18, none in 2016/17 and one in 2015/16. Three changes in the last three seasons…
the odds aren’t in our favour!
Celebrations and congratulations:
 Lisa McCabe on her appointment at the National Under 18 Female carnival in Canberra during
November
 Jason Mistry on being appointed to the National Indigenous Cricket Championships in Alice
Springs in February
 Sarah Fishley on being awarded a CA Scholarship for 2017/18 and being appointed to the
National Under 15 Female carnival in Adelaide in January
 Adam Hawking, Ron Birch, Greg Azzopardi, Chris Grant, Mark Malmberg, Tim Wendelken,
Will Downey, Andrew Hind, Nick Frampton, Carey Glerum, Calvin Francis and Colin Hall for
being appointed to the White Ball Finals on January 21.
Finally, my keys to being the best umpire you can be:
 Be a team player.
 Be prepared.
 Work hard at your craft.
 Ask questions to strengthen skills and knowledge.
 Strive for excellence.
 Identify solutions, not problems.
 Control what you can control.
 Don’t define your success based on things over which you have no say.
 Be patient.
 When the chance comes, be ready to take it.
My very best wishes to you and yours over the festive season. Enjoy the break!
See them well.
Jason Leonard-Scott
-----------------------------------------------------
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MY FIRST-CLASS DEBUT
Provisional appointments came out in August and I was listed to do a tour match in Townsville with
Nathan Johnstone. I was discussing the appointments with Phil Gillespie over the phone while I
was at an AFL match and he said ‘I reckon that could be a first-class match.’ I didn’t really believe
him because I thought England will want to rotate players through for practice and so didn’t worry
about it too much.
Then when I was at the Women’s One Day Internationals in Coffs Harbour as reserve umpire in late
October, I got my phone back at the end of the match and there was a message from Simon Taufel
to give him a call about appointments. I gave him a call when we got back to the hotel and he spoke
to me about changing my appointment from the Townsville match to the week before in Adelaide.
The reason was so that Nathan and I could both stand with experienced umpires for our first-class
debuts. I played it cool on the phone and then went and spoke to my wife – ‘I’m making my firstclass debut – next week!’
Before then though I had a Women’s three day-night tour match in Sydney. That was hard work as
it was overcast and hard to see throughout so I felt pretty fatigued. I flew home on a Monday, washed
clothes, repacked and flew to Adelaide on the Tuesday.
My partner was Simon Fry who is from Adelaide and had just returned from a Test Match in
Zimbabwe. When I say just, he had landed on Sunday and his bags had arrived on Monday. He had
to work Tuesday afternoon so Simon Taufel, who was match referee, and I conducted the ground
inspection. Most of the inspection was pretty familiar stuff for me, balls, pitch, watering plan, etc.
The things that stood out were the electronic screens close to the sight screens and the need to
organise them to be blacked out so as to not interrupt players’ views. That and the discussion about
what was happening post-match once our game finished on Saturday to remove the pitch, as there
was an International Rules Football Match to be held at the ground on the Sunday.
Simon Fry arrived at out hotel around 7:00 that night and we
all went out to dinner together to catch up and discuss a few
of the playing conditions and things to look out for. Given that
the match was a day-night game starting at 2:30pm, we
arranged a relatively late breakfast catch-up to try to allow
sleeping in. It didn’t really work for me,
I was up at 7:00am, but after breakfast
and a walk, I was able to sneak in a
nap before we went to the ground.
Being presented with my certificate by
Day 1 we arrived two hours prior to
Steve Davis
play, but after that it was 90 minutes
prior to the start.
The weather was absolutely perfect across the four days, beautiful blue
skies, little breeze and temperatures in the 20s throughout. Add to that the
picture perfect Adelaide Oval and everything was all set for a great game of
cricket. As expected, England batted first. One of the quirks at the Adelaide
Oval is that the scoreboard operator nominates which end you will stand at.
So I took my position at the Cathedral End and was greeted by Test legend,
Alister Cook, asking for centre. I got a pretty easy not out LBW as my first
With Simon Fry, predecision before Cook nicked through to the keeper to get my finger up for
match
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the first time. As the day went on and into night the nerves settled and I started to enjoy the
experience.
The game largely passed as expected with England having slightly the better of things over the first
two and a half days. The Cricket Australia XI started their second innings at the start of the last
session on Day 3, under lights, against the pink ball, needing 268 to win. It
very quickly became apparent that they were not going to make it as
Woakes and Overton ripped through the top order. It was 7-25 with about
45 minutes to go in the day. Short and Sandhu hung on till stumps at which
point England took the extra half an hour to try to get the result. But 8 overs
later we left the field with the Cricket Australia XI 7-70.
Day 4 and the partnership from the night before was broken in the first over.
The ninth wicket fell without any more runs being added and the final pair
managed just five before it was all over. So it was a very short last day.
We returned to the rooms where I added my signature to the umpires’ board
which is a nice little honour and something I can look back on if I ever get
to return to the Adelaide Oval. All in all, it was a great experience and I feel
Signing the board in the
very privileged to have joined the ranks of first-class umpires.
Umpires’ Room, postmatch
David Shepard
----------------------------------------------------

SRI LANKAN CAMP OFFER CLARITY ON UDRS APPEAL
Sri Lankan team management have moved to clarify just what happened after batsman Dilruwan
Perera was given out LBW by umpire Nigel Long during the fourth day’s play of the first Test of the
series against India in Kolkata on Sunday. After Long raised his finger, Perera started to walk back
towards the dressing room before turning around suddenly and opting for a review, some observers
claiming he had received a signal to do so from members of his team off the ground.
Rangana Herath, who was batting at the other end when Perera was given out, told journalists at
the end of the day’s play that it was he who asked Long if Sri Lanka had any reviews left. Long
replied in the affirmative, something Herath said “Dilruwan probably heard and opted for the
review.” As a result, the on-field decision was eventually overturned and Perera went on to add
a crucial 43 runs with Herath for the eighth Sri Lankan wicket. Perera said, “I didn't see anyone
signalling from the dressing room as I was looking at the umpire.”
Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) issued a statement at the end of the day’s play which in part read, “[SLC]
wishes to clarify the ambiguity surrounding the [review] appeal of Dilruwan Perera during play earlier
this afternoon. Contrary to the assumptions made, there was no ‘message from the dressing room’
involved in the requested review.” The statement then went on to confirm Herath and Perera’s
version of events.
SLC also said, “We wish to place on record that every single Sri Lankan player and official is not only
strongly respectful and bounden to uphold the rules and regulations of the International Cricket
Council, but plays their game of cricket under the ethics and principles of true sportsmanship and
the Spirit of Cricket.”
It was another busy day of reviews for Long and his on-field colleague, Joel Wilson, who for the
second day running took the place of an ill Richard Kettleborough. After eight referrals to the
technology between them during Saturday’s play, four to each umpire, Sunday’s play saw another
six, five to Long and one to Wilson. Four of Long’s five were struck down, the only one reversal
being Perera’s LBW, while Wilson’s solitary review was also struck down.
(from Playing the Game, No. 2306-11650, 19th November, 2017)
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BOLD BID TO STAGE T20 WORLD CUP IN NY’S CENTRAL PARK
Cricket is determined to take a chunk out of the Big Apple, and Cricket Australia (CA) chief executive,
James Sutherland, reckons they should be going straight for the core. With Yankee Stadium the
wrong shape and the international cricket ground in Florida too irrelevant, Sutherland is asking why
the iconic New York landmark, Central Park, smack bang in the middle of Manhattan, can’t host
Australia vs India in a World Twenty20 showpiece for the ages.
The world’s most iconic park, which is visited by 25 million people every year, has packed in
hundreds of thousands of fans for superstar concerts like Bon Jovi, Mariah Carey and Paul Simon,
and now Virat Kohli and David Warner are being imagined as the next headline acts to grace the
open green pastures of what could be cricket’s first-ever, pop-up stadium.
The board of the International Cricket Council (ICC) and CA are pushing for a World T20
Championship series to be played in the United States in the next eight-year international cycle,
between 2023-2031, which they believe, with the right planning and investment, can emulate FIFA’s
hugely successful World Cup in the United States back in 1994.
However, unlike football which simply used big-time rectangular National Football League stadiums
located in every city, finding appropriate cricket venues remains an enormous obstacle for
administrators to overcome. When former Australian player Shane Warne and India’s Sachin
Tendulkar took their band of All-Star globetrotters to America a couple of years ago, the crowds in
New York, Houston and Los Angeles were stunning, but the legitimacy of cricket played
on elongated baseball diamonds was ridiculous. Equally, attempts to make a big deal out of cricket
played on proper fields in the back waters of Florida is virtually pointless.
Enter Central Park — the 341 Hectare oasis in the middle of the world’s most buzzing metropolis,
which in Sutherland’s crystal ball, could find the room next to its zoo, ice rinks and museums to play
host to a multimillion-dollar pop-up cricket ground, complete with temporary grand stands, light
towers, a drop-in pitch and the potential to break broadcasting records.
“Look, this might be a ridiculous dream. But just imagine Australia versus India played at Central
Park on Manhattan Island”, said Sutherland. “We know that within 50km or so of New York City
there are literally tens of thousands of cricket fans. And we also know the propensity of Indian fans
to travel from all over America. There’s lots of expats there. To that end. We don’t need to just look
at the traditional American stadiums, we can also look a little bit creatively at the opportunity to play
a big international match, to make a statement in an iconic place like Central Park".
“Perhaps there are other good examples of places across America where you could play a big game
like that with temporary grandstands. My personal view is that it would be great at some stage in the
next cycle, for the ICC to commit to having a world event in the USA. Why not? … Bring big games
and big names to the country … It’s one of the biggest commercial markets in the world”. Sutherland
knows the Central Park idea seems out there, but he says cricket must explore every avenue to
cash in on its biggest untapped market and that it must happen in the next decade.
(from Playing the Game, No. 2292-11589, 29th October, 2017)
-------------------------------------------------------
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ANOTHER “WINTER” HOLIDAY TALE
In June, my wife, Fiona, and I visited British Columbia and Alberta on the west coast of Canada.
Vancouver was the first stop, a coastal city surrounded by a majestic mountain range. We cycled
through spectacular Stanley Park, a naturally forested park with a sea wall promenade that extends
22 kilometres. We were thrilled to encounter Hummingbirds along the way. (You hear them before
you see them.) Other Vancouver highlights include being chased by a territorial Grouse on aptly
named Grouse Mountain, Granville Island, Lynne Canyon Suspension Bridge, Gastown, the
Anthropology Museum and the Aquarium. (Sea Otters have to be the most beautiful animal I’ve
seen.)
We then travelled by VIA Rail to Jasper in Alberta. If you love
wildlife, this is the place to be. We saw Grizzly Bears with cubs,
Black Bear, Moose, Elk, Deer, Squirrel, Bald Eagle, Coyote, Pika,
Bighorn Sheep and Marmots. We hiked to Wilcox Pass
overlooking Glaciers & Icefields. The drive along the Icefields
Parkway between Jasper and
Banff is not to be missed.
White water rafting down the
Athabasca River was exhilarating.
We then travelled to Prince Rupert via a glass-roofed train (two
days) through the spectacular Rocky Mountains, a charming
fishing village on the Northern BC coast. We did a boat trip to the
Khutzamateen Grizzly Bear sanctuary where we saw 14 Grizzlies
in various locations grazing by the waters edge. No one other
than park rangers are allowed to dock or set foot in this area.
From Prince Rupert we sailed on
the BC ferry through the inside
passage between the islands
along the BC coast to Port Hardy
on Vancouver Island. Bald
Eagles were as common as
sparrows here.
Our final stop was Victoria, the
capital of British Columbia. This
is a beautiful coastal city. While we were there we whale watched,
cycled and hiked in a State Park. Believe it or not, I encountered a cricket match, a university
competition where the participants were mainly Indians, Australians and New Zealanders.
I highly recommend a trip to Canada. The scenery is breathtaking, the weather quite warm this time
of year on the west coast and it’s easy to get around. I was impressed with the Canadian sense of
community and they are a very progressive society. We share a lot in common historically and
culturally.
John Ward
-------------------------------------------------------
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QUESTIONS FROM RECENT PREMIER MATCHES
What question would you have asked?
This incident actually happened in a 3rd XI Premier game. It happened in the rescheduled round of
one-day games due to the wash-out on Day 1. I shall set the scene.
Carlton were all out for 150 off 44.4 overs. Prahran in reply were 9/145 at the start of the 44th over.
Nos. 10 & 11 at the crease, I was the bowler’s end umpire and my partner, Will Downey, was at
Square Leg. First ball of the over, No. 10 on strike, inside edge on to pad and they scramble through
for a run. Second ball No. 11 on strike, he blocks the ball, they scramble through for another run.
Third ball No. 10 on strike, pull shot high towards the boundary in the middle of deep mid-wicket and
mid-on. Ball lands about 3/4 of the way towards the boundary and is held up by the longish grass
(as was the case for most of the day) but keeps rolling towards the boundary. Mid-wicket fielder
chasing the ball dives, stops the ball. (It was very close to the boundary.) Immediately he gets up
and returns the ball to the bowler’s end. The batsmen had completed two runs (score was 9/149),
No. 11 batsman says to me “wasn’t that four?”
My initial gut feeling was no, as to me it looked like the fielder had stopped the ball within the field
of play, although it was hard to tell as it was in between the cones. (Might be a case to use rope to
mark the boundary as is becoming the norm on the 1st and 2nd grounds.) I looked over towards Will,
he wasn’t 100% sure either.
I called out to the fielder as he was returning to his fielding position. I had to call him a couple of
times before I got his attention. Once he came into range I asked him, “Did you stop the ball before
it reached the boundary?” He replied, “Yes I did, it wasn’t a four.” When he replied he was looking
down, not trying to make eye contact with me as he then started to return to his fielding position. He
did look a bit sheepish by his mannerisms, which even the opposition captain noticed, even though
he was on the opposite end of the ground.
So with nothing else that I could do and based upon the fielder’s response, I continued with no four.
Fourth ball of the over, No. 10 still on strike, skies it high above the cover fielder’s head. He takes
the catch, Prahran all out 149, pandemonium - Carlton wins.
About 15 minutes after the game’s end, there is a knock on the umpires’ door, it’s the Prahran
captain. “What about that four at the end?” he asked. We explained what transpired, he made it
clear to us that he noted the sheepish mannerisms displayed by the fielder despite being on the
opposite side of the ground. He saw this as a dead giveaway that the fielder was lying. We explained
to him that we did all that was possible and we could only go with what the fielder had said in this
situation. So the question is - what question would you have asked the fielder in the same situation
to maybe get the truth?
Tony Ventura
-----------------------------------------------------

How Many Premier Score Books are Slightly Incorrect?
It was Round 11 which should have been the first two-day fixture for this season. But, following the
cancellation of Day 1 on account of rain, I found myself at the infamous Cross Keys, umpiring
according to one-day rules with Swapnil Awekar in a 4th XI match between Essendon and Ringwood.
Ringwood batted first and scored 5/122 from their 45 overs. Essendon’s innings proceeded
reasonably comfortably and while they lost a few wickets, their innings progressed towards the
winning total of 123.
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I have to admit that throughout the Essendon innings, as often happens in 4 th XI cricket, the nine
players sitting on the boundary had to be persuaded regularly to update the scoreboard, such that
at the end of the 40th over, the board was finally updated to read the correct score at the time, of
118.
One run was scored in the 41st over and then a further single from the first ball of the 42 nd. So at
least the umpires knew that the score was then 120. On the fourth ball Swapnil called and signaled
a No Ball and the striker snicked the delivery through the slips area. It sped off towards the thirdman boundary. The batsmen had run two and were attempting a third when the ball was returned
by a fielder on the boundary at third-man straight over the bails to the keeper who broke the wicket
and appealed for a run out.
Much to the keeper’s disgust, I indicated that the ball was dead since the game had been won on
the second completed run by the batsmen. We left the field but on the way from the ground to the
area under the trees where the scorers were located, I was greeted by the Essendon captain who
insisted that the fielder on the third-man boundary had indicated that the ball had in fact crossed the
boundary so why had the umpire not signaled a boundary four. It took a little while to convince him
that the match had been won as soon as the batsmen had completed the second run, since the No
Ball plus two runs had taken the score to 123 (game end!) At this time the board still read 118!
On reaching the scorers’ table to check things with them, they both insisted that the score was 125
since they had noticed that the fielder on the third-man boundary had indicated that the ball had
crossed the boundary but that the umpire had failed to signal four. Nevertheless, both scorers had
awarded four to the score of the batsman who had snicked the ball through slips, which in their
opinion, made him 52 N.O.
After some discussion with both scorers, who appeared to be quite experienced, may I add, I
managed to convince them that once the game had been won, i.e., the second batting side’s score
had reached 123, the game had ended, according to the Laws of Cricket. Both scorers were happy
to change their books to be correct but each of them stated, “Well, one can learn something new
every day about the game of cricket!”
Fortunately for the young batsman who had batted so well for Essendon, he still had a 50 N.O. to
his name! But no doubt this is the reason for Law 2.15!
Trevor Finlayson
-----------------------------------------------------

FROM THE COMMENTARY BOX
(Those readers who enjoy listening to cricket commentary on the radio, will appreciate reading some of the “classics”
by certain commentators who have been noted for their command of our English language.
Ed.)

“The umpire signals a bye with the air of a weary stork.” John Arlott
“Umpire Harold Bird, having a wonderful time, signalling everything in the world, including stopping
traffic coming from behind.” John Arlott
“Graeme Hick scratches around like an old hen in the crease there.” Henry Blofeld
“Laird has been brought in to stand in the corner of the circle.” Richie Benaud
“Turner looks a bit shaky and unsteady, but I think he’s going to bat on – one ball left.” Brian
Johnston, (after New Zealand’s Glenn Turner was struck in the box area by the penultimate ball of the over)
(from No-Balls and Googlies – A cricket companion, Geoff Tibballs (Michael O’Mara Books, Ltd.,
2006) pp 159 & 160)
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SNIPPETS FOR THE AMUSEMENT OF READERS FOR CHRISTMAS
The “Pay Dispute” which occupied the minds of Australian Players and Administrators earlier this
year, although not in the same way for each party, was not without precedent in the history of our
great game, as is pictured below. The second cartoon from “Matt” perhaps depicts the status of
the current Ashes series. Enjoy the Boxing Day Test!
Ed.

A cartoon from the period with W.G. Grace
towering over Bobby Abel in the debate
about payment of players, “Amateurs and
Gentlemen.” (from Mad Dogs and Englishmen … go
out in the midday sun, Ian Collis (New Holland
Publishers Pty., Ltd., 2015) p18)

CNSW CHIEF EXECUTIVE ATTRACTS WRATH
OVER KEY SPONSOR
Cricket NSW (CNSW) has implemented a safe-driver policy for its players and staff after an
embarrassing error involving chief executive Andrew Jones who was booked for texting while driving
earlier this year. CNSW has a long-standing sponsorship with major partner Transport for NSW, a
State Government statutory agency which runs an anti-drink-driving, road-safety program and the
message for which, ‘Plan B’, is featured on the chest of the State team’s playing shirts.
Jones was given an on-the-spot fine of $315 by police and docked four demerit points for texting
behind the wheel while stationary in traffic. He has apologised to Transport for NSW for what that
organisation described as a "serious breach" of its contract with CNSW. Earlier this year
Victoria’s Transport Accident Commission ended an eleven-year partnership on road-safety issues
with a football club after their captain was caught speeding, the commission ending similar contracts
with two other clubs in the past decade after their players were caught drink-driving.
(cont’d on page 14)
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AN ODE TO THE UNLOVED PLUNKET SHIELD
New Zealand's Plunket Shield first-class competition is a national treasure and any attempts to
devalue it should be viewed as treason. Yet, while it’s a wonderful curiosity for cricket lovers, it’s
deeply unpopular with those who have to pay to run it. It’s tempting to call it a throwback, an
irrelevance even, but that couldn't be further from the truth. There's elements of the tournament that
are anachronisms - there are way too many first-class venues in New Zealand for starters and
the boundaries from which the six first-class sides draw their players, are beyond stupid in this day
and age - but as a method of developing about 90 cricketers per year for higher honours, name me
a better education?
It’s certainly not infrequent, expensive and no-consequence national 'A’ team tours. It’s certainly not
limited-overs cricket. First XI cricket is light years from first XV rugby in terms of preparing
professionally ready players. The Plunket Shield is it.
The marketing and commercial departments might love Twenty20 cricket. That’s cool. There’s no
doubt the short format has revolutionised the sport as a spectacle and as a remunerative exercise
for players and administrators, even if New Zealand’s attempts at a T20 domestic showpiece has
proven about as sexy as a six-legged dog.
But you don’t have to worry about that at the Plunket Shield. The only thing it stands for is cricket.
There’s still a place for that. This has not come to me in a revelation. In 2006, I asked, and was
somehow allowed, to go to the first day of the first-class season. I wrote about it. I made myself
read that story again this week, because I wanted to see if anything had changed.
Apart from the fact that I’d be laughed out of the room these days by my editor if I asked for flights
to anywhere to watch the opening of the Plunket Shield, precious little has. It still starts in bitingly
cold, long-sleeve weather, it’s still as trendy as the theme tune to ‘Country Calendar’ [a NZ
documentary television series about rural life there], and there’s still nobody at the ground watching
it. And there's still people like me who follow it keenly from a safe distance. Long may that continue.
Back to the boundaries for a minute. Let’s just say you’re starting a national six-team lacrosse
competition tomorrow. In what world would you consider Hawkes Bay, Nelson and Taranaki natural
partners, as they are for Central Districts in cricket? Or Northland, Poverty Bay and King Country,
as they are for Northern Districts? The time has long arrived for New Zealand Cricket to bite the
bullet and overhaul their antiquated major association, minor association system.
Dylan Cleaver (New Zealand Herald)
(from Playing the Game, No. 2294-11598, 1st November, 2017)
----------------------------------------------------CNSW CHIEF EXECUTIVE ATTRACTS WRATH OVER KEY SPONSOR (CONT’D FROM PAGE 13)
The texting revelation continues a controversial season for Jones who was sanctioned by Cricket
Australia (CA) for comments he made on social media about match officials after a farcical finish to
a CA one-day match involving NSW. In 2012, former NSW bowler Nic Bills blew 0.062, above the
legal 0.05 limit, at a time when the State team was known as the ‘Speedblitz Blues’, a title that was
also road safety linked. It is understood that as part of his sanction he was ordered to conduct talks
at all Sydney grade clubs about the perils of drink-driving.
(from Playing the Game, No. 2294-11600, 2nd November, 2017)
---------------------------------------------------
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW
Australian Cricket Anecdotes – Gideon Haigh (Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1996) ISBN
0 19 553936 2
Coloured clothing on the cricket field is nothing new. In this compilation of anecdotes, journalist and
author Gideon Haigh recounts the 1861 English team playing in front of 15,000 spectators at the
MCG. To make it easy for the crowd to recognise the players, each wore a different coloured sash
around his waist and a ribbon around his hat that matched the colour printed next to the player’s
name in the scorecard. The English complained that the weather was so hot “it burned the skin off
our faces.” But the biggest problem was the mosquitos.
Victoria vs New South Wales has always evoked fierce rivalry but in 1878 “The Demon” Fred
Spofforth was upset when the Australian Colonial team was travelling in a small steamer along the
coast of New Zealand. A storm blew up and excellent swimmer Charles Bannerman of NSW was
telling anyone who would listen who he would save. No Victorian was included. When Spofforth
remonstrated with him Bannerman replied, “Let them drown. D’you think I’m going to risk my life for
them?”
The “Prince of Wicketkeepers” Jack Blackham kept for Australia for 17 years and was so good that
if a batsman danced down the wicket and missed, he would keep walking to the pavilion. At Lord’s
in 1884, Dr. W.G. Grace danced down and missed a ball from Cooper. Blackham had the bails off
in an instant but strangely didn’t appeal. Grace stood his ground. Cooper asked the ‘keeper why
he didn’t appeal? Blackham replied, “I was in such a hurry to get WG out that I took the ball a couple
of inches in front of the wicket.”
During the 2nd Test at the WACA in 1974-75 Doug Walters hit a 6 to reach his century on the last
ball of the day and a century in a session. The crowd were still going wild as he entered the dressing
room only to find it … empty. Walters’ anger was rising at his ungrateful teammates when Ian
Chappell peered out from the toilets. The captain abused him for getting out on the last ball of the
day to an irresponsible shot that just showed he put himself first and his team second. As Walters
seethed the rest of the team burst out from hiding places to congratulate him!
In 1977 Greg Chappell’s team toured England without Dennis Lillee. At Yorkshire, Jeff Thomson
and Len Pascoe were under instructions not to bounce Geoff Boycott. Thomson couldn’t help
himself and let two bouncers fly. Chappell was furious until Pascoe commented, “Ya’ can’t expect
a leopard to change its stripes!”
When Ian Chappell was approached by Kerry Packer to captain the Australians in World Series
Cricket, he politely advised the Channel 9 supremo that his brother Greg was captain of Australia’s
Test team and the honour should go to him. Packer retorted, “You think this a f%#@!*g democracy
do you?”
Alan McCarthy
-----------------------------------------------------
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VCAUSA CALENDAR
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2017-18, as far as is known at this stage is as follows:
Date
Tuesday, 9 January, 2018
Friday, 9 February, 2018
Tuesday, 20 February,
2018
Wednesday, 28 February,
2018
Sunday, 11 March, 2018
Saturday, 31 March, 2018
Friday, 27 April, 2018,
7:00 for 7:30 pm start
Sunday, 10 June, 2018

Activity
CoM Meeting, 7:30 pm
MUCC Business Breakfast
CV T&D Night, 7:00 pm

Notes
Schembri Residence, Knoxfield
RACV Club, Melbourne
Venue TBA

Restaurant Night, 7:00 pm

Upalis, Glen Waverley (see
below)
Venue TBA, 10:30 am for 11:00
am start
11:00 am – 4:00 pm

Social Cricket Match vs Mt
Waverley Vets
Grand Final Tent, Junction
Oval
VCAUSA Annual Dinner
and Presentation Night
VCAUSA/SACUSA Joint
Planning Meeting

Venuto Club, Bulleen
Penola, S.A. Planning for
Crockett Shield, Easter, 2019

VCAUSA ITEMS OF INTEREST
VCAUSA Jackets as shown in the picture, were introduced last year for the
first time. They proved to be quite popular so that a further order has been
placed with the manufacturer for a number of the jackets in a range of
appropriate sizes. It has been possible to maintain the 2016 price of $55.00. If
you are interested in purchasing a jacket or any of the other items listed below,
please contact Glenn Cumming. (glenn.cumming@gmail.com.)
Embroidered, new style, polo shirts $35
Association Ties
$25
Association Caps
$15
VCAUSA Socks
$1.00 per pair.
Cream Jumpers
$1.00 each
Chambray Shirts
$1.00 each
“Well Aged” Vintage Port $5/bottle

VCAUSA Restaurant Night:
Where? Upali’s, 248 Blackburn Road, Glen
Waverley
When? Wednesday, 28th February, 2018,
at 7:00 pm
Cost” $30.00 per person (includes
banquet menu and drinks)
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